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NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 

The following communication, whicd we find in 
the Baltimore American, of ihe 22d instani, bears a 
testinony in behalfoi Hezexiau NILeés, tue ovi- 
inal editor of the Register, which gives it a claim 
upon us for an insertion. We know not the author, 
but take leave to assure hiin, that whilst the vo- 
lames compiled and published by our venerated 
predecessor, have done nothing but justice to the 
distinguished individual to whom his communica. 
tion alludes, yet, whenever examined with equal 
industry, insearch of information relative to olber 
prominent public men of ibis country, who have 
acied, within the period of ifs publication, thet, 
doings and sayings will be found no less faithfully 
“yeotslered’’? in its pages, as though they too had 
been especially in the view of the editor.—it is a 
trail that essentially belongs ‘io ihe charecier of the 
work, and contributes greatly to its tuirinsic value, 


To the edtiors of ihe Ame. icon. 

GexntTLeMen: I see by the Philadelphia napers 
that public dinners have been tendered io J. WAsH- 
INGTON Tyson, esq. author of 4 life o/ Hariison, 
and gen. JoHN C. MONTGOMERY, ihe compiler oi 
The Tippecanoe Almanac, as testimonials of the 
gratiiude of their fellow cifizens for their efforts in 
behalf of Harrison and reform. These gentlemen 
are most worthy of such distinguished marks of fa- 
vor—lor their writings and personal efforis exeried 
groat influence during ihe campaign, 


But waile our political bretbren in Piiladelphia | 


are thus honoring the early and active friends of 
Harrison in that city for their brochures, we seem 
lo have forgotton that Maryland is not only en- 
titled to the honor of having been ihe first to nomi- 
nate gen. HArrison for ihe presidency, but that a 
citizen of Baliimore furnisved ibe materials on which 
allthe biographies of that distinguished individual 
are based, and by which every slander upon his re- 
putation was repelled. 


l allude te the laie Hezextau Nites, ihe ediior 
of Niles Register, whose zeal in colleciing and re- 
cording facts and events in relaiion io gen. Harrt- 
SON during and since the war, and naiviolisin in 
commending his brilliant achievements to ihe ap- 
plause of tue couairy left a record which defies ihe 
assalis of malice and of iime. Indeed, I have 
soinclimes been impressed with the conviction, 
When reading the mass of (estiinony compiled by 
the younger Nixes from the Regisier and published 
asa Text Book, that HezextaAH Nixes was im- 
Pressed with the conviciion tiat the day was not 
far distant when general Harrison would be a 
candidate for the highest office iu the gift of his 
countrymen, and that such testimony would be re- 
quired to repel the assaults of the malevolent. It 
Was a similar impression, perhaps, which induced 
one of the most eloquent and distinguished orators 
who addressed the people during the late campaign, 
fo declare from the public stand, when alluding to 
the testimony of The Text Book, that “if HezeKtau 

ILEs had left behind him no other evidences 
of his patriotism and love ofcountry, that that alone 
should cause his memory to be held in grateful re- 
inembrance by every lover of civil liberty.” 

A very OLD CITIZEN. 
Vor. IX—Sre. 17. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

By the packet ship Sheridan arvived at N. York 
on the 18th—London dates to the 14th, and Paris 
to the I1Llih Nov. weie received. 

The pacifie disposition of Louis Phillippe was 
sustained by the chambers. The ministerial can- 
didate for presidency was sustained by a decided 
vote. 

M. Savzet, 220 votes. 
M. Odillon Barrof, 154 
M. Tiiers, 1 

M. Berreyer, M. Dupuin and M. Duafaure, one 
each, 

In the minor elections of vice presidents and se- 
cretaries, ihe cabinet were equally suecessful. The 
four vice presidents elected were M. Caltnon, M, 
Dufanre, M. Jacqueminoi and M. Salvandy. 

The intelligence from China is not later than we 
have divect. 

From India it is both Jater and disastrous, to the 
British in the extreme. 

The London Morning Post of ihe 10th, says: The 
miserable results of the premature withdsawal of 
ourtioons from Scinde and Adghanistan are now 
being repeated, Jo the interval that had elapsed 
since the departure of ine previous mail from Bom- 


iis) arms having susiained moie veverses, aud of 
the loss of a greater number of officers and men 
than during the whole oj the Caboul campaign. 

Khelai, the strong hold, whicu general Willsbire 
captured in such yallant siyle, has been retaken; 
the whole of Upper Scinde was in a siate of insur 
rection, and every day tnielligence of fresh disas- 
lers was received ai Bombay. Tie Ist Bombay 
erenadier regiment had been nearly cut to pieces 
in an engagement with ibe Belooches, when warch- 
ing though a pass in ive mountains io the relief of 
Kahun. 

Five officevs and 200 men were killed, and all ihe 
baggage, consisting of upwards of 1,000 camels, 
laden with supplies, horses, ammunition aud be- 
i iween 40,000 anc 50,000 rupees in hard eash, fell a 
| prey to ihe Belooehes. “Such,” says our corres- 
/pondent “is the effect of the premature withdrawal 
of our troops fiom the country, such the result pre- 
| dicied by ihe duke of Wellington more than a year 
and a hali ago, of the foolish aitempt to conduct 
-extensive warlike operations 09 a peace esiablish- 
| t.”? Vigorous efforts were making at Bombay 





men 
to reirieve the disasters, viought about entirely by 
‘lord Auckland’s penny-wise and pound foolish mea- 


, Sures. 


| Dost Matiomned Khan was still at large, and there 
were strong suspicions that the Ameers of Linell 
and other naiive chiefs were inlringing against the 
British government. 

The Khan of Chiva had liverated ail the Russian 
slaves in his dominions, and lieut. Shakspeare had 
offered io conduct them to ibe Russian frontier, 
| Anarmy of observation was to assemble on thie 
frontiers of Nepaul. 

Later. Just as our paper was prepared for 
|press, (a day earlier than usual, in order to have 
the enjoyment of Christmas), the mail brings us in- 
formation of the arrival of the steamer Acadia at 
Boston on the 21st instant, bringing London and 
| Liverpool papers to the 4th; twenty-one days later 
than heretofore received. 

The steamer President arrived at Liverpool on 
the 27th November. Great uneasiness was felt ai 
her delay, and ten guineas per cent. was paid at 
Lloyds to insure her. Sue is to leave for N. York 
on the 10th of February. 

Peace in Europe is considered as esiablished. 

Money remains in demand in England, but ex- 
change with the continent was more favorable, and 
times were confidently expected to improve. 

The Bank of England on the 26th Nov. adver- 
tised tv make Joans at 5 percent. on bills not 
having more than 6 mouths to rnn, and other banks 
were discounting at the same rate. 

The failure of ibe house of Wright & Co. Lon- 
don, caused considerable excitement. They had 
dabbled considerably in the fancy speculations at 
‘New York. They exhibit assets to the value of 
£ 509,000—liabilities 8 to $900,000. 

The feeling in relation to American securities 
was kinder, and prices slightly better, but opera- 
tions were suspended, waiting fur the turn bere— 


j 
| 
' 
| 
| 








bay accounts had been received there of the Biing 


in relation to the resuming specie payments. - 
tations will be found in the Chronicle page. aia 

Mr. Jaudon on his arrival in England, published 
an account of the condition of the United States 
bank of Pennsylvania. 
Asseis, including $2,890,388 37 in 

specie $76,138,693 07 
Liabilities, including 12,600,000 

loans in Europe, and 5,427,768 


due to other banks 72,811,491 49 





Surplus, $3,327,201 58 


_ A Princess. Queen Victoria, on the 21th Nov. 
Just nine months and eleven days afier her mar- 
riage, blessed her fond subjects with an heiress to 
the thorne of Great Britain, and was ‘quite as well 
as could be expected.” She had recovered so far 
as io be able to attach her signature to official pa- 
pers. The infant was to be christened after the 
name of her mother, ALEXANDRINA VICTORIA, 
soon after the meeting of parliament. 


There is no later intelligence from China. The 
blockade of Canton has been officially promulgated 
in Europe. ‘ 

Recogniiion of Texan independence. The Lon- 
don Times of Nov. 18th says: ‘‘A commercial trea- 
ty between Great Britain and the republic of Texas 
was signed ai the foreign office on Monday evening 
by lord Palmerston and general James Hamiltow 
the envoy from that republic. This convention, 
entered into on the basis of perfect reciprocity, of 
course recognises ipso facto,the independence of 
the new republic, which is now extricaled on the 
one hand from the dominion of Mexico, and on the 
other, from the danger of incorporation with the 
American union. lt implies also, unless lord Pal- 
inersion shuuld have neglected all the precautions 
usual in such cases, the belief that Texas is able to 
inaintaiu ber independence.” 

Atthur Aiken, esq. of London, who came out in 
the Acadia, is the bearer of the despatches announce- 
ing ihe official recognilion by Great Britain of the 
independence of Texas. General Hamilton had not 
concluded bis negoiiation for a loan to the young 
republic, when the Acadia sailed. 

FRANCE, 

The Moniteur Parisien says that a loan of 
600,000,000 of francs, or 24 millions sterling, will 
be proposed by the French government. The bud- 
get for 1841, will according to the Commerce reach 
neatly 80 millions sterling! 

The remains of Napoleon had arrived, but were 
not yel landed. 

HOLLAND. 

The inauguration of the new king took place at 
Amsierdam on the 28th November. 

The Dutch papers give a detailed account of the 
public debt of Holland, ibe gross amount of which 
is 1,3857,560,000 florins, equal to about one hun- 
dred and fifiy millions pound sterling—the greater 
part of it is only subject to 25 per cent. interest; 
but the total charges for interest, &c. is 44,514,000 
florins, equal to two-thirds of the whole revenue. 

SYRIA. 

Lombardment ond capture of St. Jean D’ Acre.— 
Tis formidable fortress, second only it is said to 
Gibraltar, was attacked by the allied squadron on 
the Sd Nov. and without much effect, until a rocket 
from the Aastrian frigate La Guerriere, fell into the 
principal magazine, when in a moment the whole 
place was in ruins and most of the garrison killed! 
No further resistance was made. Upwards of 
2,000 killed, 3,000 prisoners, and a large number of 
wounded, besides a large quantity of artillery and 
munitions of war, among them 300 pieces o: field 
artillery and £200,000 in specie; Acre having been 
the grand depot and arsenal of Mehemet Ali. The 
garrison was supposed tohave consisted originally 
of 6,000 men. 

MEXICO. 

The Corpus Christi,an American sloop, has been 
caplured and four of her men murdered by the 
commander of a Mexican launch, named Gonzales, 
carrying 16 guns. Gonzales had letters and was 
empowered by the Mexican government to treat 
with Ribeaud and Thompson respecting their par- 
don and return tothe country. On arriving at the 
bar no vessel was in sight, except the American 
sloop which Gonzales boarded. While one of 





ithe Mexicans was conversing with the mate, Gon- 
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zales tuok affront at some remark the latter made 
and ran bim through the body with a sword, killing 
him instantly. The wretch then ordered the sloop’s 
men, three in number, to be tied, taken on shore 
and shot. Two of them fell at the first fire, and 
while the other was begging for quarter, Gonzales 
ordered his ears to be cut off! A second discharge 
ended his sufferings. The Mexicans pretend that 
the sloop was on a smuggling expedition, but noth- 
ing can justify sucha diabolical outrage. Major 
Smith, the American consul at Matamoras, was in- 
vestigating the affair. N. O. Pic. 

The commercial house of Messrs. Rubio, at San 
Louis de Potosi, have entered into an arrangement 
with the Mexican government, by which they are 
entitled to import into Matamoras merchandise to 
the amount of one million of dollars, the duties on 
which will amount to over $300,000. 

TEXAS. 

The Texian man-of-war schooner San Antonio, 
lieut. Moore, from Tampico bound to Galveston, 
has taken three Mexican vessels prizes and burnt 
another—all valuable. 

The Texian minister to Mexico, who was re- 
turning to Texas with lieut. Moore, died on the 
passage, and a gentleman who accompanies him 
was very sick. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

ConsuLs. George Guest, esq. has been appoint- 
ed vice consul of the Oriental republic of the Ura- 
guay for the city of Philadelphia, and officially re- 
cognised by the president of the United States. 








NoRTHEASTERN BOUNDARY—IMPORTANT. Ru- 
mors reached us some days since of a British regi- 
ment having actually marched into and taken pos- 
session of the disputed territory. The next mails 
brought intimations that it was supposed to bea 
mistake in the officer commanding, as the civil au- 
thorities had received no directions vpon the sub- 
ject. The Boston Atlas of the 15th however con. 
firms the factof the occupation. It says: “We 
have seena gentleman this morning, who left Port- 
land last evening, and he states that it is a fact that 
a regiment of British troops had arrived at Mada- 
waska, and taken possession of the disputed terri- 
tory. Capt. Miller, the British messenger, was 
sent by sir John Harvey to give the information to 
gov. Fairfield—he knowing nothing of the intend- 
ed occupation until the arrival of the troops, and 
feeling it to be due from himself to gov. Fairfield to 
notify him of the fact. ‘There is some excitement 
here on the subject. The regiment is about 600 
strong. We shall know more to-night.” 

At Bangor and Portland, the cause of the move- 
ment was enveloped in mystery—the more so from 
the circumstance that sir John Harvey, as captain 


’ Miller stated, knew nothing of the intended move- 


ment until he received official information that it 
had been made. Capt. Miller left Boston on Tues- 
day morning for Montreal, taking the road through 
Vermont, to carry the despatches in return froin 
sir John Harvey to governor general Thomson. 





THE TOBACCO CONVENTION. 

We regreted not having room to “Register” the 
proceedings of any of the meetings whieh took 
place in the various tobacco growing sections of 
the union, preparatory to the convention, at many of 
which interesting views were taken of the condi- 
tion of the trade. We had laid them by for insertion, 
but the proceedings of congress and of the lezisla- 
tures of the states of the union, and the numerous 
public documents, messages, &c. with which this 
period of the year is crowded, precludes the hope 
of finding room for them, unless it be by an extra 
sheet. We are therefore compelled to be content 
with giving the proceedings of the convention it- 
self. 

There can be no boubt of the fact, that the inte- 
rest of this portion of our community have been 
long overlooked, and, if not actually neglected—at 
least not sufficiently pressed upon the attention, 
either of foreign countries—of our own congress—or 
of the AMERICAN COMMUNITY. We rejoice to 
observe indications of awaking to the subject in 
earnest. 


Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 1840, 

Pursuant to public notice, a convention of the 
tobacco planters of the United States assembled this 
day in the chamber of the board of aldermen in this 
city. 

A large number of delegates appeared from the 
several tobacco growing states. 

At fifthen minutes past 12, the convention was 
called to order by the hon. Daniel Jenifer, of Md. 
on whose motion 

Governor Sprigg, of Maryland, president of the 
convention held in this city in the month of May 


last, was unanimously elected president, and took 
the chair accordingly. 

Mr. Jenifer then nominated as vice president a 
gentleman who, he said, came from a distant state, 
and who had taken great interest in the matters 
touching which the convention had assembled— 
Ambrose G. Gordon, of Kentucky. : 

The nomination was seconded by the hon. Philip 
Triplett, of Kentucky, and was unanimously agreed 
to. 

And, on motion of Mr. Triplett, John S. Skinner, 
esq. of Raltimore city, and John Mercer, esq. of 
Anne Arundel, county, Md. were appointed secre- 
taries to the convention. 

On the suggestion of the hon. Walter Coles, of 
Virginia, an addilional vice president was ordered 
to be appointed. 

And,on motion of the same gentlemen, Robert 
W. Bowie, esq. of Md. was unanimously elected to 
this office. 

The hon. Wm. D. Merrick, of Maryland, one of 
the delegates to the convention, was, on his motion, 
excused from further attendance this day, by reason 
of important duties requiring his presence in the 
senate chamber. 

The convention was then addressed at great 
length by the hon. Daniel Jenifer in a review of the 
policy pursued for many years past by our own and 
foreign governments with reference to the tobacco 
planting interests, and ina general inguiry into the 
measures which the convention might be called 
upon to adopt, and into the purposes for which it 
had been convened. 

Mr. J. concluded by offering the following reso- 
lution. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the 
president to consider and recommend such mea- 
sures as may be deemed mnost expedient to be adopt- 
ed by this convention. 

The convention was also addressed by the hon. 
Walter Coles, of Va. and Thomas F. Bowie, esq. of 
Maryland. 

Alter which, the resolution was unanimously 
agreed to. 

And, on motion of the hon. Joseph R. Under- 
wood, of Kentucky, the committee was ordered to 
consist of eleven members; but, on the suggestion of 
T. F. Bowie, esq. the number was subsequently in- 
crease to thirteen. 

The following gentlemen were appointed mem- 
bers of the committee: Hon. Danie! Jenifer, of Ma- 
ryland, hon. Philip Tvipiett, hon. Walter Coles, hon. 
John Miller, John Mereer, esq. Thomas F. Bowie, 
esq. hon. Joseph R. Underwood, Robert Ghiselin, 
esq. George H. Stewart, esq. Thomas Somerville, 
esq. hon. W. L. Gogging, 1. D. Freeman, esq. and 
J. Shaw, esq. 

On motion of Robert W. Bowie, esq. the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into and report to the conventicn to-morrow, 
the amount necessary to defray the expenses of this 
convention and the means of providing said amount, 
as well as to defray arrearages of expenses incurred 
by the last convention. 

The cominittee was ordered to consist of three 
members; and J.S. Skinner, Robert W. Bowie and 
George C. Washington, esqrs. were appointed the 
members thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Jenifer, it was then 

Resolved, That when the convention adjourned, 
to meet to-morrow morning, (Wednesday), at 10 
o’clock. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Triplett the conven- 
tion adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1840. 

The convention was called to order at 11 o’clock. 

The hon James Garland appeared and took his 
seat as a delegate from the state of Virginia. 

J. S. Skinner, esq. fiom the committee appointed 
yesterday to inquire into and report the amount ne- 
cessary to ‘defray the expenses of the present con- 
vention, and the means of providing said amount, 
as well as to defray any arrearages of expenses in- 
curred by the last convention,” inade a report, which 
concluded with a resolution providing that each 
member pay into the hands of a treasurer to be ap- 
pointed the sum of 35, to be applied to the purposes 
above stated. 

The report having been accepted, the resolution 
was adopted, and Geo. C. Washington, esq. of Md. 
| was elected treasurer. 

Hon. Daniel Jenifer, from the committee of thir- 
teen members appointed yesterday “to consider and 
recommend such tneasures as may be deemed most 
expedient to be adopted by this convention,” made 
the following report: 

Mr. Jenifer from the committee appointed by the 
president toconsider and recommend such measures 
as may be most expedient to be adopted to accom- 
plish the objects of this convention, reported that 











ee 
ust & 
Beet fo 
peen © 
igus $ 
Am 
Ir. Y 
ecelV4 
eal al 
pave a¢ 
We 
juced 
genato 
heir | 
y tax 
nortio 
0 in t 
alled 
o the 
sent 8 
edien 
to enfo 
toa re 
tobaec 












the limited time allowed them has compelled 
committee to confine their report to a general Mi 
view of the subject. Ms 
That since the adjournment of the toba 
vention which met in this city on the Ist 
last, there has been no change in the burdens aii 
restrictions imposed upon the tobacco trade of i 
United States by the nations of Europe, exe, ti 
some unimportant matters by one or two kingd, 
and the facts stated by the committee in their pe ins 
to that convention are now referred to, and Ni 
reasserted, and their arguments and SUggestio, 
adopted. Since the publication of the docuiners 
by congress at their last session, no COrresponden. 
has been received at the department of state on th, 
subject, except a few unimportant communicatio, 
from Sardinia and Belgium. No change hag takes 
place with foreign governments in regard to thi 
staple; and from what has already transpired, y 
have no hopes of a favorable action on their | 
until the congress of the United States shal| 
measures commensurate with the object. 
Great Britain still continues her excessjye dut 
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of seventy-two dollars and seventy-five cents ep And 
hundred pounds, or eight hundred per cent. op the Mary! 
prime cost of this article of our produce, while yim lution: 
continue to receive the product of the labor of her “Re 
cilizens at an average duty of twelve aud a half pe fim of this 
cent. reques 


France yet continues herstill more odious mony, ly op 
poly or regie, retaining in the bands of her King, op fmm they 


those to whorn he sells the privilege, the sole right every 
to import, manufacture and sell American tobacey tainin 
in that kingdom, by which the quantity of Amey, Mimticipa’ 
can tobacco consuined in France has been reduc adjust 
to six or seven thousand hogsheads per annunn, fr, in 
which she derives a revenue of ten millions of qo, conve 
lars. |e 

Russia, Spain, Portugal, and some of the ming the ev 
powers of Enrope adhere to their various monopo. high | 
lies under different names, but all tending to th nopol 
manifest oppression of this our staple. And the to be 
Germanic powers included in the zoll varien o1 con. valins 
mercial nnion of Germany bave not reduced any wisdc 
portion of their transit duties or abated in the slight. gover 
est degree their commercial systein, in which to inanil 
bacco is the article most heavily taxed, as it is jp. prese 
deed in every nation in Europe, except Holland an on to 
Belgium. They bave met us in that spirit of equa 2. 
lity and justice which should ever exist between vernt 
nations having friendly commercial relations; who in ex 
have a right to insist upon and never should be sa no st 
tisfied without a free exchange of comuerce oy spec 
equal and reciprocal footing. 3. 

Treaties with several of the European gover state 
ments expire in a few years, and a just regard to Me toba 
the planting interest requires that they should not of tl 
be renewed unless the odious burdens and _ restric. to th 
tions imposed upon the staple of tobacco be moilif- J “ 
ed. . 

The treatv with the Hanseatic towns of Lubec, this 
Bremen and Hamburg expired by limitation in De- of re 
ceinber, 1839, but continues in force until twelve sena 
months’ notice shall have been given of the inte state 
tion to terminate it, anda fair opportunity now pre and 
sents itself to our government to do us justice with best 
these powers. ed b 

The American ministers at the court of Great T 
Britain have for many years urged, with great abi beer 
lity, on that government, the propriety of diminish T 
ing the duty on tobacco as a matter of justice to the hon, 
United States on general principles of policy a Ken 
free trade between two friendly nation-; and have Jan 
shown by arguments, which we think it would be hon 
difficult to answer, that, even as a measure ol reve of 1 
nue, these excessive duties on this article, toa great hon 
extent, defeat their own object. But argumenls Bov 
have proved unavailing, and Great Britain continues I A 
her duty of 723 cents per pound on this product 0! ado: 
our labor. 0 

With equal ability our ministers to France coi mor 
mencing with Mr. Jeferson, in 1783, and continl: R 
ed down to the present time by gen. Cass, have ie ten 
monstrated against the French systein of monop® fon 
ly as injurious to the American tobaceo grow!!s the 
interest, and unjust by its departure froin that rec A 
procity and equality which the French nation be alec 
insisted upon with some sternness, in their cou I 
munications with our minister in 17865, in all thet aut 
commercial intercourse with the United State i he | 
Their remonstances have met no other respon qui 
than an act of the French chambers extending |" \ 
law creating the monopoly of American tobacco“ 
the year 1852. 

By negotiation, therefore, nothing can be “ . N 
pected from her. The last ray of hope from th No, 
source has expired, and the American tobacc? } 
planters must look to that tribunal which can et sail 
afford them relief for the evils they endure—to Say 
senate and house of representatives of the Uni Be 


States in congress assembled, we their constitaen! 
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for a redress of the grievances herein 
# forth. And we rejoice that this appeal has 
et most ably seconded from other sources in va- 
oe states in the union, ag 
amongst our agents abroad communications from 
Ir. Dodge and Mr. Miles, have been repeatedly 

‘ived by our government, which evince great 
win and labor in the different spheres in which they 
——, seen with pleasure a resolution intro- 

ced into the senate of Georgia to instruct their 
n ators and request their representatives to use 
nale best efforts to have a law passed by congress 
» tax all French wines, silks and brandies in pro- 
nortion to the duty which they lay upon our tobac- 
* in their ports. The governor of Virginia has 
alled the attention of the legislature of that state 
to the subject in his message to them at their pre- 
gent session, and submitted whether it is not ex- 
edient, through their representation in congress, 
io enforce the just claims of their tobacco planters 
toa reduction of the enormous duties imposed on 
tobacco by most European governments. — 

And as early as January, 1837, the legislature of 
Maryland unanimously passed the following reso- 

I 

ys Resiloed, That the senators and representatives 
of this state in the congress of the United States be 
requested to take under their especial care this high- 
jy uoportant and much neglected interest, and that 
they be particularly requested to oppose all and 
every adjustment of the present tariff without ob- 
taining for the tobacco interest a fair and equal par- 
ticipation in the benefits to be derived from such 
adjustment.” : 

in conclusion, your committee recommend fo the 
convention the adoption of the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the only etiectual remedy for 
the evils the tobacco interest labors under from the 
high duties imposed by Great Britain, and the mo- 
nopolies of France and other nations Europe, of is 
to be found in the action of congress, by cuounter- 
valing duties: and that the convention relies on the 
wisdoin of congress in discriminating between those 

overunments which have and those which Aave nol 
manifested a disposition to abandon or modify their 
present oppressive duties and restrictions imposed 
on tobacco from the United States. 

2. Resolved, That it be recommended to the go- 
vernment of the United States, that the treaties now 
in existence with foreign countries, which contain 
no stipulations for reciprocity in duties on their re- 
spective products, be not renewed. 

8. Resolved, That the governors of the several 


, ust appeal 














states of this union, engaged in the cultivation of 


® tobacco, be earnestly requested to call the attention 
of the several legislatures of their respective states 
to the subject of the American tobacco trade with 
‘foreign nations. 

4. Resolved, That a copy of the proceedings of 
this convention be laid before the senate and house 
of representatives of the United States, and that the 
senators and representatives from tobaccu growing 
states be earnestly requested to take such speedy 
and efficient means as in their judgment may be 
best calculated to accomplish the object contemplat- 
ed by this convention. 

The report and accompanying resolutions having 
been read— 


The convention was addressed at great length by 
hon. Philip Triplett and hon. Jos. R. Underwood, of 
Kentucky; George Stewart, esq. of Baltimore; hon 
James Garland, of Virginia; Walter Bowie, esq. and 
hon. D. Jenifer, of Maryland; hon. Walter Coles, 
of Virginia; hon. Wm. D. Merrick, of Maryland; 
hon. John Jameson, of Missouri; aud Thomas F. 
Bowie, esq. of Maryland. 

f After which, the report and resolutions were 
adonted. 

On motion of hon. Daniel Jenifer, it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be 

fendered to the unayor and city council of Washing- 
fon for the use of their hall for the accommodation of 
the members of this convention. 

And, on motion of the same gentleman, it was 
also uuanimously 

Resolved, That the president be and he is hereby 
authorised to convene this cotivention at any time 

; he nay deem the interest of the planters may re- 
quire it. 

Whereupon the convention adjourned sine dte. 





; THE ARMY, 
Maj. Gen. Scorr has reached Washington via 
Orfoik, 

ait troops for Florida. The ship Liverpool 
: ed from New York on Wednesday morning, for 

resutnah, having on board one hundred and six 


> ‘€cruits for the 2d regiment of infantry in Florida, 








Captain J. Dimick, Ist artillery, (who returns to 
Fort Columbus) commands the detachment. Lts. 
J. W. Penrose, 2d infantry, and R. W. Foote, 6th 
infantry, are attached tothe command. ‘These offi- 
cers will join their regiments in Floiida. : 

- A correspondent of the Savannah Georgian, 
writing from Florida, says: ‘fhe only news I have 
of the progress or the campaign, is the return of 
col. Riley's command to their respective posts, 
Forts King, Russell and Holmes. They scouted to 
the south to within some thirty miles of Tampa 
and back—some of them marching 250 miles with- 
out even the sign of an Indian having been disco- 
vered. The country on the route is represented as 
utterly worthless to a white population.” ' 

Savannah, Dec. 9. The express just arrived 
from Fort King says that 13 Indians came in this 
morning and delivered up their arms to colonel Ri- 
ley. They, state there are a great many more to 
come in in a few days. 

One hundred and,seventy recruits, intended for the 
3d artillery arrived here on Monday last. Thirty- 
five arrived at Fort Searle on the same day. The 
following officers accompanied: inajors McClintock 
and Childs; lieutenants Bragg, Wyske, Gilham, Van 
Vieit, Thomas and assistant surgeon Barnes. 

J.B. Peyton and V. B. Leindenberger, late 2nd 
lientenants of the 3d infantry, U. S. army, have 
been dropped from the service. 

Lieutenant Boyd, 3d artillery states that Indian 
tracks were seen a few days ago, on the narrow 
— of land, two miles south of this post, Fort 

auderdale, where they have never before been 
seen since the war. 

General Armistead has divided that part of Flo- 
rida which is occupied by the U.S. troops into ais- 
tricts, to which the several corps have been re- 
spectively allotted as follows. 

Disposition of regiments. 

The Atlantic district, garrisoned 3d artillery. 
St. Johns district, os 2d dragoons. 
Ochlawaha district, 2d infantry. 
Micanopy district, a 7th infantry. 


Wacasassa district, “6 3d infantry. 
Withlacoochee dis. “ 6th infantry. 
Tampa district, 6 8th infantry. 
Southern district, «s Ist infantry. 


THE NAVY. 

The Constellation of 36 guns, captain Storer, sail- 
ed from Boston harbor on the 9th inst. for the East 
Indies, via Rio Janerio. 

The Army and Navy Chronicle states that lieuts. 
Pendergrast, Vall and Gordon, of the U.S. navy, 
were in Paris on the 9th September on their way to 
Marseilles, to join the Mediterranean squadron. 

The Norfolk Beacon says: ‘‘Commander Fitz- 
hugh has been ordered to the U.S. sloop of war 
Levant, in place of commander Smoot, who is su- 
perseded. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE.—CENSUS. 
York county. 














Action 1,401|Lyman 1,478 
Alfred 1,408| Newfield 1,354 
Berwick 1,698|North Berwick 1,447 
Buxton 2,687|Parsonsfield 2,442 
Biddeford 2,574|Sanford 2,233 
Cornish 1,265|Saco 4,408 
Elliot 1,889|Shapleigh 1.510 
Hollis 2,363/South Berwick 2,314 
Kittery 2,435) Waterborough 1,944 
Kennebunk 2,323) Wells 2,978 
Kennebunk port 2,770) York 3,111 
Lebanon 2 273 

Limerick 1,509 54,023 
Limington 2.21) 

Cumberland county. 

Baldwin 1,134|New Gloucester 1,946 
Bridgton 1,987|\North Yarmouth 2,824 
Brunswick 4,259)Otisfield 1,307 
Cape Elizabeth 1,666) Poland 2,360 
Cumberland 1.616|Portland (city) 15,218 
Danville 1,294) Pownal 1,210 
Durham 1,836) Raymond 2,032 
Falmouth 2.071|Scarborough 2,173 
Freeport 2 662|Sebago 707 
Gorbain 3,002|Standish 2,198 
Gray 1,740) Windham 2,303 
Harpswell },445/ Westbrook 4,116 
Harrison 1,243 

Minot 3,550 68,660 
Naples 758\ 

Oxford county. 

Albany 691;Canton 919 
Andover 551\/Denmark 1,143 
Bethel 1,994 Dixfield 1,166 
Brownfield 1,360|Fryeburg 1,536 
Buckfield 1 gaonsrere wood 836 
Byron 219'Gilead 313 











































Hartford 1,472,Sweden 670 
Hebron 945!) Turner 2,479 
Hiram 1,232) Waterford 1,381 
Howard’s Gore 131| Woodstock 819 
Hamlin’s Grant 80| Township B ill 
Lovel 941|No. 5, first Range 49 
Livermore 2,745|No. 5, second Range 42 
Mexico 447| Township C 29 
Newry 463| Andover North 4b 
Norway 1,786; Surplus 
Oxford 1,246|Riley township 51 
Paris 2,454| Letter A. No. 2 54 
Peru 1,002) No. 4, first Range 4 
Porter 1,133| Fryeburg Acade- 
Roxbury 227; my Grant 188 
Rumford 1,444; Number Two 386 
Stoneham 313) Batchelder’s Grant 3 
Stow 376 
Sumner 1,268 38,339 
Kennebec county. 
Albion 1,624|Rome 987 
Augusta §,314/Sidney 2,190 
Belgrade 1,748) Vassa! borough 2,951 
China 2,675| Vienna 891 
Clinton 2,818) Waterville 2,939 
Dearborn 168)Wayne 1,201 
Fayette 1,016) Windsor * 1,789 
Greene 1,406) Winthrop 1,915 
Gardiner 5,044|Winslow 1,722 
Hallowell 4,668 '\Clinton Gore 110 
Leeds 1,736| Wales 656 
Litchfield 2,293) Territory north 
Monmouth 1,882] of Albion aid 
Mount Vernon 1,475 en 
Pittston 2,460 55,804 
Readfield 2,037 
Penobscot county. 
Argyle 527|Newburg 963 
Bangor (city) 8,634) Newport 1,138 
Bradlord 1,001/Orono 1,520 
Bradley 395|Orrington 1,580 
Brewe 1,736|Oldtown 2,345 
Burlington 35()| Passadumkeag 394 
Carmel §21|Plymouth 843 
Corinna 1,702|Springfield 546 
Corinth 1,318|Stetson 616 
Charleston 1,269\Jarvis Gore 185 
Chester 277; Township No.3 22 
Dexter 1,464 $6 No. 4 41 
Dixwont 1,498/Township 3 Range 8 29 
Etna 745| Lower Indian 
Eddington 595| Township 3 
Edinburgh 52| West branch . 
Enfield 346) Pen’ct river 
Exeter 2,052|Indian Township 6 
Garland 1,065) No.2 
Glenburn 664) Hopkins Academy 4 
Greenbush 260) Grant 
Hampden 2,663|Letter A 29 
Hermon 1,045| Unincorporated ) 
Howland 312} Townships 147 
Kirkland 351| North of 
La Grange 336} Lincoln 
Lee 724| West half of 
Levant 1,060) ‘Township 187 
Lincoln 1,121) No.6 
Lowell 205) Township No. 7 30 
Maxfield 185 
Mattamiscentis 97 45,705 
Milford A474 
Somerset county. 
Anson 1,941|No. 1, 2d Range, Plea- 
Athens 1,427; sant ridge 167 
Bingham T51\No. 1, 3d ange, West 
Bloomfield 1,093} Kennebec river 85 
Brighton 803) No. 14th Range 10 
Canaan 1,373} No. 15th “Fork’s town- 
Cambridge 461) ship” 80 
Concord 577\Enchanted Stream 5 
Cornville 1,140/Parlin Pond ) 
Chandlerville 372\Jackman’s Township 10 
Embden 983) Holden Plantation 65 
Fairfield 2,198) (Mouse river) ; 
Hartland 1,025|/Canada Road 6 
Harmony 1,096} do. Line, No. 5, 10 
Lexington 564] 3d Range 
Madison 1,701|No, 2, 2d Range 139 
Mavfield 14°/No. 3, 3d ? 106 
Mercer 1,432) flagstaff Township No. 
Moscow 562) 4, 4th Range 64 
New Portland 1,620) Spencer Stream 6 
Norridgewock 1,865) Long Pond l 
Palmyra 1,500|No. 5, 2d Range Ca- 
Pittsfield 951| nada road 1 
Ripley 591) No.1, 3d Range, East 
Svlon 1,139] Kennebec river 164 
St. Albins 1,564|No. 1. 4th Range E. 
Starks 1,559] K.R. 103 
Skowhegan 1,584 —. 
Smithfield 789 33,912 
No. 1, 2d Range, West 
Kennebec river 63 
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imber of academies and grammar schools 





.. of white persons over 20 years 
age who saint read or write 43,871 
amber of scholars at public charge 26,869 
umber of scholars in common schools 561,918 | 
Jymber of students in academies and 
rammar schools 34,803 


502 


by David Hillis, lieutenant governor. Douglass 
Maguire was elected secretary. The house elected 
Samuel Judah, speaker, and Jacob H. Hager clerk. 
Salt. Salt.works have been established in Foun- 
tain county, by major Elston. The salt is said to 
be while, fine grained, and {ully equal to the Ken- 
hawa salt. 

ILLINOIS. 





umber of primary and common schools 10,876 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

A state convention is to assemble at Harrisburg 

on the 4th March to noininate a candidate for go- 

ernor for the next October election. The Butler 

Repository of the 12th inst. says that ‘forty-four 


f the Pennsylvania papers, and many of them 





from the so 

ted States a 
m the nov ther 
rn Jourial. lore 
r the marshal g 
, Yok Times. 






















































pe smong the oldest and most influential in the state, 
sg have already placed the name of David R. Porter at 
17.539 he head of their edilorial columns, and declared 
16794 their determination to give him their undivided 
we sypport. 
et “Vases Cameron, esq. resigned the office of presi- 
‘ipa jent of the board of canal commissioners on the 
27,690 15th ull. in consequence of ill healib. 
87,298 "VIRGINIA. — 
19°34 Judicial. The Richmond Whig says: On Satur- 
oo day, John Allan, of Butetort, was elected a judge 
23.79] of the court of appeals of Virginia. Judge May 
3,024 was voted for. The contest was animated, and 
50.936 both gentlemen were supported with a zeal whien 
35.719 their bigh qualifications welldeserved. There was 
19.287 a little party manouvering, although both judge 
11312 Allen and judge May aie eminent meinbers of the 
2 whig party.” 
43,595 The governor has received the resignation of Mr. 
52.147 ‘Holleman, representative in the congress of the U. 
29 595 States, and Monday ihe 2Sih inst. is appointed for 
1.324 an election to supply his place. 
35° 869 NORTH CAROLINA. 
48.515 Manufactures. The Fayetteville (N. C.) Obser- 
26.535 ver, says that 4,000 bales of the present cotton crop 
4 O58 will be bought in that place for the factories there. 
27 719 : _ SOUTH CAROLINA. 
39.037 John P. Richardson was, on the 9th inst. elected, 
49 369 by the legislature, to be governor of this state, and 
202 589 William K, Clawaey, to be lieutenant governor. 
18.485 : GEORGIA. ; 
71,326 Congressional, Judge Colquitt has resigned his 
58,974 seat in congress, ia consequence of the lasi election 
40,167 vin that state resulling in an implied disapproval of 
45.366 his political course. 
18.773 ' The whigs have nominated Hines Holt, jr. of 
27 104 Columbus, as a candidate for congress in place of 
51.372 > judge Colquitt. 
12.628 | A bill from the senate, providing for biennial ses- 
92 460 > sions of the legislature of Georgia, has passed the 
49 424 _ lower house by a vote of 160 to 19. 
7,082 4 MISSISSIPPI. 
388 : Returns of votes for electors— Official. 
36.354 | Counties. Har. V. B. Counties. Har. V. B. 
38,679 » Hinds 1,207 658, Winston 262 288 
12,347 » Madison 691 312 Monroe 452 487 
27,902 Holines 556 318 Leake 145 132 
21,041 Sinith 89  179,Choctaw 888 430 
33.851 Lawrence 123 453;Noxubee 514 372 
26,780 : Simpson 201 219 Wayne 94 87 
12.364 » Newton 109 194Green 91 125 
36,545 [E Yalobusha 739 643 Perry 110 = 94 
46,550 ) Copiah 571 = 545'Jones 56 103 
11,796 Lafayette 382 366\Covington 116 232 
42,635 Tallahatehie 186 124/Marion 136 0175 
33,643 se Bolivar 62 44,Lauderdale 239 444 
36,456 > Octibbeha 195 219|Wilkinson 663 148 
19,009 Lowndes 620 620!ltawamba 170 §=394 
_ emper 326 400, Tippah 681 584 
1,919,132 Chickasaw 142 20,/Panola 332 206 
$ periods. Warren 1,006 422\Coahomma_—1SL_—109 
| Yazoo 561  320/Pontotoe 237 329 
ars. 572.999 aaeealt 711 527\Jasper 289 268 
lo. | 413,768 Scott — 41 108|Tishemingo 321 583 
0. 243-646 Franklin 186 233/Claiborne 538 395 
lo. 302,674 ae paams 862 438\ Tunica 76 «453 
0. 255,385 ike 314 376|De Soto 371 349 
0. 259.618 a 500 =. 294|Clark 124 238 
m . R erson 412 229 Hancock 281 107 
Sanie.0 408 : ee 331 262|Marshali* 1,006 814 
se aphapery sar 272  306|Washington* 162 64 
0. TSN IN Be Neshoba 113 164 fackson* 25 172 
ie et 19,518 16,995 
163 Harrison’s majority, 2,523 
 2.389,571 on’s majority, : 
OHIO. 
rn hc legislature organized on the 7th inst. by the 
= 60 ice of William McLaughlin, of Richmond coun- 
Y, as speaker of the senate, and Seabury Ford, of 
vary Fe *auga, speaker of the house. 
4,033 T INDIANA. 
ee te he legislature convened at Indianapolis on Mon- 
7 1836. ; “ys the 7th inst. The senate was called to order 








1838 = 
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*Reported. 


Banks. 


Counties. Hor. V. B.| Counties. Har. V. B. 
Audrain 132 =©122;\Monroe 815 618 
Barry 9S  436)Montgomery 344 262 
Benion 150 501;Morgan 167 494 
Boone 1,112 500|\Macon 874 500 
Buchanan $40 1,128| Miller 21 317 
Calloway 881 626)Newton 178 630 
Cape Girard’u 455 764'Platte 459 968 
Carroll 112 =182\Perry 319 339 
Chariton 216 391)Petiis 156 262 
Clinton 137 =. 268 Pike 732 746 
Cole 848 962)Polk 241 860 
Ciaw ford 240 264)Pulaski 196 729 
Clark 240 206 Randolph 515 9405 
Cooper 778 694 Ralls 400 335 
Caldwell 33 154 Ray 32 36-5563 
Franklia 355 552\Ripley 15 3825 
Gasconade 156 §6636/Rives 299 421 
Greene 171 432'St. Francois 221 £199 
Howard 753 901/St.Genevieve 170 222 
Jackson 427 711\St. Charles 586 459 
Jefferson 298 321)St. Louis 2,515 1,874 
Johnson 225 374 Saline 375 $22 
Lalayeite 500 475 Shelby 233 «= 226 
Lewis 542 602: Taney 258 
Lincoln 462 543\Van Buren 208 360 
Linn 93 235\Warren 842 $48 
Livingston 249 487|\Washington 479 514 
Madison 152 275) Wayne 57 = 211 
Marion 827 534! 


TENNESSEE. 
Returns of votes for electors— Official. 
East Tennessee. 

Counties. Har.*V. B. Counites. Har. V. B. 
Anderson 625 227\Knox 2,096 314 
Bledsoe 644 202)McMinn 1,022 897 
Blount 1,198 640|Marion 503 368 
Bradley 467 791|Meigs 119 535 
Carter 837 99| Monroe 923 928 
Claiborne 631 733|Morgan 211 #161 
Cocke 917 80) Polk 197 33 
Grainger 1,095 449|Rhea 209 = 383 
Greene 1,032 1,559) Roane 1,047 545 
Hawkins 1,053 1,251|Sevier 926 45 
Jefferson 1,811 131!/Sullivan 327 1,386 
Johnson 390  49|Washington 892 1,083 

19,172 18,194 

Middle Tennessee. 

Bedford 1,878 2,156;Monigomery 1,101 790 
Davidson 1,960 1,275\Overton 329 988 
Dickson 396 653!Rebertson 1,167 659 
Fentress 140 $23/Rutherford 1,706 1,475 
Franklin 645 1,461)Smiih 2.657 689 
Giles 1,190 1,242\Stewart 457 642 
Hardia 5662 58)\)Sumner 794 1,738 
Hickman 2938 952)Warren 513 1,941 
Humphreys 191 335|Wayne 760 266 
Jackson 1,032 591|)White 1,201 386 
Lawrence 537 3872|Williamson 2,017 681 
Lincoln 31 2.531) Wilson 2,550 870 
Maury 1,497 2,025 

26,404 25,611 

Wesi Tennessee. 

Beuton 259 301\Haywood 807 576 
Carroll 1,861 852|McNairy 906 477 
Dyer 446 206'Madison 1,312 537 
Fayette 1,140 902)Obion 287 357 
Gibson 1,272  418)Perry 78i 343 

Hardeman 676 860\Shelby 950 681 
Henderson 1,318 277\Tipton 573 588 
Henry 862 1,079| Weakley §28 723 
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all the officers, en 
public works, 


Van Buren’s majority, 

The counties of Clay, Davies, New Madrid, 
Scott and Stoddard, are not officially heard from, 
but it is supposed their votes will increase the ma- 
jority to about 7,000. 


MIsso 








The legislature. The seuate have adopted a reso- 
lution to inquire into the expediency of discharging 
gineers and agents of the board of 
including the board itself, and to ap- 
point some person to collect and preserve the pub- 
lic property. 
The Chicago Democrat says it is the in- 
iention of the legislature of this state to make the 
State Bank ‘resume or wind up.” 


URI. 


Relurnas of voles for electors— Official, 











21,441 28,045 
21,441 





6,602 











Recapitulation. 
East Tennessee 19,172 13,194 
Middle « 26,404 25,611 
West 6 13,478 8,677 
59,054 47,482 

47,482 

Harrison’s maj. 11,572 


The new counties of Cannon, Coffee, De Kalb, 
Lauderdale, Marshall and Van Buren, voted with 
the counties from which they were taken, and hence 
their votes are included in the above table. 


From the counties of Campbell and Hamilton, in 
East Tennessee, the official returns have not been 
received. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War department, Dec. 5, 1840. 
Sir: Since my report of the last year on the se- 
veral branches of the public service committed to 
my charge, the ariny bas been actively and usefully 


employed in Florida, and on the northern and west- 
ern fruntiers. 


The design entertained by the department, of 
keeping the regiments entire, and concentrating the 
troops whenever it is practicable to do so, has been 
persevered in with the most beneficial results. A 
commencement has likewise been made in estab- 
lishing depots for the reception of the recruits of 
each separate regiinent, where they may be drilled 
and disciplined before they are sent off to their re- 
spective stations in garrison or in the field. The 
recruit ought never to be sent to join his company 
on service, until he is thoroughly taught the duty 
of the soldier; and this instruction will be better 
given at regimental than at general depots. By di- 
viding each regiment into two bodies, in the man- 
ner proposed, every important station in the coun- 
try may be occupied, either as a place of depot or 
rendezvous of the regiment; and, by a proper dis- 
tribution of the latter, the intermediate forts may be 
temporarily occupied by partial detachments, with- 
out injury to the discipline of the wholecorps. I 
cannot (oo strongly urge the adoption of this method 
of distributing our little army in time of peace. To 
divide it into sinall permanent detachments will be 
to destroy its efficiency and its discipline, and in the 
event of war, to expose the posts to be captured, and 
the whole regular forces of the country to be use- 
lessly sacrificed. Apart from that natural and well 
grounded jealousy justly entertained against the ex- 
isteace of a large standing army in our country, 
sound policy and a due regard for economy render 
such aa establishment altogether unadvisable; and 
it becomes necessary, therefore, to provide other 
means of defending our northern and maritime fron- 
liers against the dangers to which they would be 
exposed at the commencement of a war. None 
other occur to me, than those I have already recoim- 
inended, viz: central positions for the regular forces, 
from which they could move upon any point of at- 
tack or defence, and such an organization of the 
volunteer or militia forces as would enable them to 
maintain the posts intrusted to their charge until re- 
lieved by the regular troops: a system which ought 
to be matured in time of peace. 


For the wesiern frontiers, posts, garrisoned by re- 
gular troops, cannot be dispensed with. They need 
not be very large; but they ought to be constructed of 
fire-proof materials, and in such a manner as to be 
defensible by a sinall garrison against any number 
of men not provided with artillery. A plan which 
will effect these objects perfectly has been devised 
by the chief engineer, and been adopted. The quar- 
ters for the men ought likewise to be built of dura- 
ble materials, and be permanently furnished with 
iron single beadsteads, in lieu of the double and 
treble wooden bunks now in use. This change, for 
obvious reasons, should be introduced into all the 
barracks in the United States. 


The chief and best position for the concentration 
of troops, independently of the regimental rendez- 
vous, is, for the northern frontier, near Albany, in 
the state of New York; and near St. Lonis, in Mis- 
souri, for the western—points from which easy com- 
munications radiate to every part of those extensive 
lines of defence, and whence troops may be trans- 
ported with certainty and rapidity wherever their 
presence may be required. For the maritime fron- 
tier of the Gulf of Mexico, I would recommend, in 
addition to the permanent fortifications planned for 
its defence, and now being erected, the establish- 
ment of a depot, somewhere below the falls of 
the Ohio, for armed sea steam vessels. This would 
seem to furnish the best means of bringing the vast 
power of the upper country to the defence of the 





13,478 8,677 


| coast, and of using it, when there, in the most effi- 
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cient manner. A certain number of vessels of war 
might be kept in constant readiness, strong enough 


ed home, after having attained all the advantages 
which were expected from their investigation; and 


to carry a good battery, and light enough to descend | the knowledge they have acquired will be appliea to 


the river at ail seasons, and to cross the bars of the 
Mississippi. These boats ought to be of iron, as com- 
bining lightness, strength, durability; and might be 
constructed of the requisite size for about fifty thou- 
sand dollars each. Materials should be collected for 
the construction of boats to be built of wood,and stored 
until wanted; when with the vast resources in work- 
shops and mechanics aiong the shores of the Ohio, 
they might be put together in a very short time, and 
a fleet, equipped and manned with the hardy boat- 
men of the western waters, and a few able bodied 
seainen, might be floated to the ocean, fully equal, 
with the existing and contemplated fortifications, to 
protect the whole gulf frontier. The very able report 
on the defences of the country nade by a board of dis- 
tinguished officers, and submitted to congress during 
the last session, proves conclusively the absolute ne- 
cessity of preserving and continuing our systein of 

ermanent maritime works of defence, and exhibits 
in the clearest manner their superiority over float- 
ing batteries of any and every description. In this 





the practical improvement of our ordnance. A con- 
cise report of their proceedings while in Europe is 
herewith transmitted, in connection with that of the 
officer in charge of the ordnance department. 

In the expectation that congress would sanction 
the creation of a corpse of sappers and miners, (an 
addition to the army at once necessary and econo- 
nical), I sent an officer of the engineer corps to the 
school for sappers and miners in France, to obtain 
that practical information of the art, which is not 
possessed, and cannot be acquired here. The French 
government, with its accustomed liberality and kind- 
hess, permitted in every instance our officers to at- 
tend its schools of practice, and afforded them equal 
means with its own to pursue their studies there, 
allowing them privileges not generally granted to 
foreigners; thereby evincing, as the minister of war 
is pleased to remark, the friesdiy disposition of his 
inajesty’s government towards the U. States. This 
feeling, you have authorised me to say, is fully re- 


-ciprocated, and the liberality of the French govern- 
view of the subject I fully concur, and even think ! 
that the facility with which our coasts and harbors | 


ment duly appreciated. The officers sent to the 
school of cavalry at Saumur have returned, after a 


may be approached and entered by steam vessels of 'twelvemonth’s instruction, and are now employed in 


war renders strong permanent works wore than ever 
necessary. The projectiles which will be used in 
future wars will, from their size and description, 
prove destructive to any wooden battery, and give 
an iminense advantage to stone walls over any [a- 
brics that can be penetrated by shells. It may be 
pipet here to remark, that the capture of the castle 
of San Juan de Ulloa, at Vera Cruz, had led many 
persons to suppose that stone revetwnents might be 
destroyed by shells. This is incorrect. After that 
event, I caused experimeuts to be made at Old Point 
Comfort, by firing, at point blank range against a 
stone wall erected for the purpose; the shells broke 
against it, making very little impression. No douut, 
therefore, need be entertained of the ability of our 
building materials to resist hollow shot. I do not 
think, however, that the permanent works should be 
the only defences relied upon, but regard moveable 
steain batteries as essential auxiliaries. These ought 
not, in my opinion, to be large vessels, but of light 
draught of water, capable of carrying two guns for 
throwing shells of eight or ten inches diameter, and 
so constructed as to present a stall surface to the 
fire of anenemy. ‘These steam batteries should be 
manned by artilleryinen, and be under the eommand 
of the officer charged with the defence of the har- 
bor fortifications, so as to secure harmony of action. 
In order to test the practicability of making boinb 
cannon of the calibre of ten inches, the chief of the 
ordnance, col. Bomltord, was sent to Boston, where 
he has conducted a series of experiments with the 
most satisfactory results. I recommend that these 
guns be adopted into the service, and form part of 
the armament of our fortifications and of our steam 
floating batteries, Some successful experiments 
have, likewise, been wade with war rockets; and a 
machine constructor for preparing thei appears to 
answer the purpose perfectly. 

The great amount of property vested by the go- 
vernment in arms, amounting to several millions of 
dollars, no less than the risk to the national safety 
by adopting any new inventions without being con- 
vinced of their superiority by long tried experiments 
in the field, has induced ine, generally to discounte- 
nance their introduction into the service. I fear that 
every attempt to increase the rapidity of firing, such 
as facilitating the loading by opening the breech, or 
by multiplying the chambers of the gun, will fail, as 
they have hitberto done, after involving the govern- 
ment in great expense, ‘There is, however, one 
jinproyement, which has been fairly tested in the 
field by the armies of Europe, and which presents 
so many decided and ascertained advantages, that I 
am constrained to recowmend its adoption into our 
service—Ii mean the substitution of percussion for 
flint locks. The alteration inay be made on the guns 
now in the arsenals; and measures ought to be adopt- 
ed to construct all new arms, whether rifles or mus- 
kets, with percussion locks. 

Having repeatedly recommended without effect, 
the establishment of a national foundry; and having 
reason to fear the most serious consequences to the 
service from the want of proper regulations to go- 
vern the coutracts with peivate establishments; with 
your consent, I sent to Europe the board of officers 
who had been for some time employed in fixing the 
patterns, forms and dimensions of the artillery, in 
order that they might acquire such information as 
would enable the departinent permanently to regu- 
gulate this important branch of the service. I am 
happy to state that, wherever they have been, the 
natignal establishments have been thrown open to 
them, and, with praiseworthy liberality, every faci- 
lity afforded to their researches. They have return- 





a inanner which I trust will enable the department 
very much to improve the cavalry service. 

The advantage of separating the staff officers from 
the line of the army, and the very serious inconve- 
nience to the service froin the present system, have 
been before brought to your view, but cannot be too 
strongly or too frequently urged. The present or- 
ganization of the army «oos not allow a single su- 
penamerary officer in a regiment, and the compa- 
nies are rendered inefficient from the absence of 
those officers who are on staff duty. The discipline 
of the troops is nost injuriously affected by this ar- 
rangement; and if they are opposed in the field to 
i ge forces, such a deficiency would prove fatal. 

beg leave to bring to your notice once more the 
expediency of extending the law of March 2, 1837, 
which provides for the enlistment of boys for the 
naval service, so as to embrace the army and ord- 
nance corps. Its effect would be equally beneficial 
to the class of people to whom the boys belong, and 
to the army. It would secure to the sons of the for- 
ier a comfortable subsistence, proper ioral re- 
straint, and a good practical education, while it 
would provide for the ariny well instructed non-com- 
missioned officers, so difficult to be procured by en- 
listment, aud without which an army cannot be ef- 
ficient. 

I ain happy to state that experience has proved 
the correctness of the opinion formerly advanced, 
that the increase and proper organization of the staff 
department would produce a inore econoinical ad- 
ministration of its different branches. In tke ex- 
penditures of the quartermaster’s department, espe- 
cially, a very considerable reduction has been made 
during the last year; in some ineasure produced by 
the fall of prices, but arising in a much greater de- 
gree from the incieased efficiency and better adini- 
nistration of the department, in consequence of the 
number of officers under the present organization 
bearing a more due relation to the laborious duties 
and high responsibilities of this important branch of 
the military service. 

In consequence of the suspension of the applica- 
tion of funds appropriated for the prosecution of the 
works under the supervision of the quartermaster 
general’s office during the season for active opera- 
tion, little progress has been made inthem since my 
last report. I now recommend that the following 
works should be recommenced and completed as 
soon as practicable: Fort Gibson, Fort Wayne and 
Fort Sinith—the two former as soon as healthy sites 
are determined upon, [aim not periectly satisfied 
with the reports in relation tothe proper position for 
Fort Gibson; and as it is contemplated to erect per- 
manent works in the vicinity of the old fort, it is 
important that the site should be selected with great 
care. ‘That on which the works of Fort Wayre 
were comimenced, proved to be so very unhealthtul 
that it became necessary to abandon it and to remove 
the troops to a more favorable position. Pursuing 
that line, small forts should be constructed at Spring 
river and Marias de Cygie; and west of it, at the 
head of the navigation of the Kansas river and north- 
west of the Fort Lavenworth, at Table creek, on 
the Missouri, below the mouth of Platte river. To 
connect this last post with Fort Snelling, a fort 
ought to be constructed at or near the forks of the 
Des Moines. From the information I have receiv- 
ed, I believe the erection of any works at the west- 
ern extremity of Lake Superior to be unnecessary; 
and for the present, advise that Fort Snelling remain 
the most northern post. 

During your administration, nearly forty-one 
thousand Indians have been added to those already 





a 
residing near the western boundary, while Nie aaa vers # 
tional securities to the border states have not head pay: 
commensurate to the additional dangers to which hers 
such an increase of warlike and discontented pe; b. cing 6 
bors exposes them. In the act of placing the Indiv yoo 
there, by which the interior states are so largely be gee 
nefited the government has contracted a solem), ob. wpe 






ligation, not only to defend that people when attack ot” 
ed, but to anticipate the danger, by erecting Stich thi 
n 
































works as will ensure their safety, and inspire them 


with confidence in the means employed for th, ime yy 


protection. - 
It affords me great gratification to be able to 1, nt pO 


port that the Canada frontier has been free from a) 
disturbance since I had last the honor to addregg yo 
on that subject. Your advice to our fellow citizens 
on that border appears to have produced the mo 
salutary effect, and the excitement which exic, 
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there has, J am happy to think, entirely subside. MMions, ( 
and no further apprehension need be entertained of fimmctual 
a violation on their pait of our neutral obligations he eX} 

Owing to the expenditure of the appropriation, flMions 0 
for fortifications having been suspended, the work, Emon & 
on this frontier have not been much advanced, but tor V 
they will, itis expected, be completed during the series | 
next season. In addition to those already authoris. and th 


ed, I earnestly recommend the erection of barracks 
at Spring Wells, near Detroit, and at a position be. 
tween Buffalo and Black Rock, in the state of New 
York; and also a strong work at the outlet of Lake 
Champlain. 


On the northeastern fronticr, until the boundary | 
question is settled, I would advise that the works , 
confined to the erection of barracks at the junction 
of the Mattawamkeag and Penobscot rivers, De. 
ing the past year, the works on the maritime frontie, 
have been carried on slowly, and they still reinaiy in 
an unfinished state. In relation to the defenee of 
our Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and of our harbors 
and dock yards, I beg leave to refer to my report of 


upylt 
at the 
ho coi 
jiffere 
o dete 
presell 
he oc 
he co 
eport 
hat di 
pulls ¢ 
ment é 
essiv 
exhib 


last year, and to that made during the last session of wns 
congress in reply to a cail of the senate for informa. be au 
tion on these subjects. Their condition retain desira 
unaltered, and the expediency of providing for thei: meee o 
completion unchanged. The whole coast from Py. eo’ 
samaquoddy bay to the Sabine river is exposed, on the M 
every point not cefended by nature, to be invaied Pacit 
with impunity; and, in the event of war, tlie ex. try W 


Jectec 


pense of attempting to protect this long line by dat 
ata. 


troops for one year only, would cost more than (o 


erect the works which have been planned, and whieh ee 

are deeined sufficient to defend the several points hh 

of attack along the whole coast. It is true that an Mee” 
wes 


enemy could retain possession of any portion of ou : 
territory only for a short period. But to defend an land 
unfortified point of attack, or to drive an eneiny from wit 
a position he might occupy, would be attended with enad 
great expense of blood and treasure; and while | ject, 
feel confident that the stout arms and brave hearts sbeee 
of our fellow citizens would ultimately prevail, and sie 
drive an enemy from our soil, L cannot approve the Pare 





policy which would expose the best and bravest of “se 
our artisans and workingmen to encounter, without oe 
discipline, and without the cover of fortifications, a 
the trained bands of mercenary soldiers they would m 

be opposed to. When we take into consideration ad 
the character of our people, and sparseress of the ot 
population in proportion to the extent of our soil, i nai 


is not wise to rely altogether for our defence 0 i 
; \ Saris 

numbers and untaught valor. The battalions that wr 
must fight our battles are composed of soldiers taken the 
from every class of the community, and the issue dl vate 
every contest must necessarily deprive the county bali 
. = a “a> te i 
of some of its best and wortliest citizens. Every 


ellort ought therefore, to be made to furnish thew a 
the ineans of protection, and to instruct them to de the 
fend themselves, so that the loss we must suiler tho 
such occasions may be as light as possibie. lia 

No appropriation baving been made at the ‘0 req 
session of congress for the works of internal 1) HIM tay 
provement whici) were under the superintendence @ sch) 
this departinent, they have, for the most part, ce* ed, 
ed. Ladhere io the opinion expressed in my | one 
report, that the systeim requires to be revised, bell tin; 
with regard to the principle upon which such pra 
provements ought to be authorised, and the mani wh 
in which they ought to be conducted. bii 

The report of the chief of the topographical ers" att: 
neers, submitted to congress at its last session, CO” He Cal 
tains an elaborate statement of the history and |" pot 
gress of all the works of internal improvement ¢ obj 
ried on by the orders of governinent; to which 1 b° BM 10; 
leave torefer. It isto be regretted that cong’ are 
neglected, at its last session, to appropriate ™ ibe 
small amount wsked for clearing away the timmbet os 
lately accumulated at the Red river raft, which ob RB dug 
structs the navigation of that stream. The expe" Hy 0 


. ° ® . . ritl- 1 
diture necessary for this purpose is perfectly leg!" 


inate, as all the necessary supplies for the treet Ii 
stationed at Fort Towson are transported up" 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 26, 1840--WAR DEPARTMENT. 


263 



































































—_— 


while the adj, 
8 have not been 
angers to whig, 
ontented heigh, 
“Ing the Indiang 
e€ so largely be. 
da solem), ob. 
le when attack, 
Crecting sic 
id inspire ther 
loyed for their 





ae and the measure is recommended by its eco- 
vere the additional cost of transportation by land 
. Ae year, when this navigation is obstructed, 
gle> reater than the amount required to defray the 
oeasary expense of removing the drift timber. It 
_recommended that provision be made for the em- 
joyment of a few laborers anda boat fora short 
* every season; and it is believed that ina few 
ears the necessity for such a precaution will cease, 
nd this portion of the river remain permanently 
MThe survey spoken of in my last report has been 
ompleted, and a map constructed, which einbraces 
hat portion of the territory of the United States 
ing between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, 
‘on their confluence to our northern boundary, and 
imited DY the parallels of latitude 39 and 49 north, 
nd the meridians 90 and 100 west of Greenwich.— 
fis based upon numerous astronomical observa- 
ons, (not less than two hundred and forty-five), on 
ctual surveys, and on the best information which 
he exploring party could procure of such sinall por- 
ions of the Indian territory as they were prevented 
‘om examining by the inevitable dangers attending 
t, or want of means and time. A very extensive 
ries of barometrical observations were also made, 
and the zealous co-operation of men of science, oc- 
upying stations in the several states. who observed 
the same periods of time, has enabled Mr. Nicolet 
to compare his own with those of others made in 
jigerent quarters of the union, and thus accurately 
o determine the relative level the whole region re- 
resented by the map, as well as its elevation above 
the ocean, thereby indicating the climate and face of 
he country. ‘The inap will be accompanied by a 
eport calculated to give an accurate knowledge of 
hat distant couniry; and it is believed that the re- 
sults of this survey will be useful both to the govern- 
mentand to the people, and prove an acceptable ac- 
esion to geography. It will serve, likewise, to 
exhibit the manner in which future surveys of the 
ountry are to be inade, if, asit is hoped, they should 
be authorised by congress. It appears to be very 
desirable that those reinote regions of our country 
should be known; and the surveys ought, in ny opi- 
nion, to be extended by degrees to the sources of 
the Missouri and across the Rocky mountains to the 
Pacific ocean. Nor ought that portion of our conn- 
try which is nearer and more accessible to be neg- 
lected. The existing maps do not rest on accurate 
data. The true courses of our great rivers, and the 
jorins of our magnificent chain of lakes which stretch 
aloag our northern border, are yet to be truly defin- 
ed. The interests of the rising commerce of the 
pwest require that hydrographic surveys of these in- 
land seas and great avenues of trade should be made 
without delay. A small annual appropriation will 
enable the governinent to effect this important ob 

ject, through the agency of the topographical corps, 
which is composed of officers fully capable of per- 
forming this duty. No survey of any deseription 
should be made, in future, without being accoimpa- 
nied with astronomical and barometical observations. 
In this manner a series of positions may be deter- 
mined, and the means gradually furnished of acquir- 
Ing amore perfect knowledge of the geography of 
the country; and thus of constyicting an accurate 
may of the United States. 

The military academy has been conducted ina 
manner highly creditable to the superintendent, and 
Satistactory to this department. Every effort has 
been made to enforce discipline, and to instil into 
the iniuds of the cadets a love of order aud a high 
sense of their moral and religious duties; and it is 
believed thatthe standard of discipline, morality and 
religion, at this institution, is equal to that of any 
Oher college or academy in the United States; while 
“e inathematical and military studies, as far as the 
theory is concerned, are as complete as those taugiit 
li any school in America or Europe. Nothing is 
required to give our young officers the saine advan- 
laes ag are afforded to those of other countries, but 
it part, ce I of practice, which are about to be establish- 

a Sal and to which the graduates are to be sent for 
ed in my ' One year after they are commissi i | their de 
revised, boll linultiie “easucentdak ta ecedud-e, elects dca, SAE A 
as we on ascertained, in order to perfect thei in the 
lich such Practical duties of that branch of the service t 
d the manoet Which they mal Me ‘dtache : eon 

Heh th ay be attached. The new library 

ae is nearly completed; and the mural towers 
ofan to it, for the purpose of making astronoini- 
poe Mec ses Ree teaching practically that im- 
: 00; eg of science, are well adapted for that 
ree 4s a professor ofastronoiay was sent to Ku 
on bag er vd procure some instruments which 
vitieaag and to examine the several great obser- 
are Betas lere, ascertain the manner in which they 
‘ted up, and witness their methods of observ- 
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West Point. Those at present there are dilapidated 
buildings, originally badiy constructed, and now in 
a state of decay, which renders them as unhealthy 
as they are inconvenient. The concurrent testimony 
of each succeeding board of visiters for several years 
past shows the necessity of renewing those buildings. 
With a view to spread generally throughout the 
country a knowledge of this institution, it has been 
decided to appoint eighteen visiters from alternate 
states every year, forming the remainder of the 
board froin officers of the army and navy of the U. 
States. 

I must again repeat my recommendation that two 
of the present paymasters be appointed assistant 
pay masters general, with the rank of lientenant co- 
lonel. This very important branch of the service is 
incomplete under its present organization; officers of 
higher rank are required to superintend the opera- 
tions of those of the corps who may be on duty in 
the field. It appears but an act of Justice to the lat- 
ter, to allow them a. moderate per centage on the 
payinents they nay make to volunteers and militia, 
to cover the unavoidable losses to which they are 
exposed from being at times compelled to make 
these payments ina hurried and informal manner. 

No loss or inconvenience has resulted from eim- 
ploying, during the last season, Indian agents to pay 
the annuities and make the reguiar disbursements 
to the tribes over whose interests they have been 
appointed to watch. These duties have been well 
and faithfully performed; but, as a system for the 
final disposal of those important and responsible du- 
ties, the plan resorted to on this occasion is incom- 
plete; and I again recommend a small increase of 
the number of payimasters, and that this duty be per- 
manently assigned to that brauch of the military ser- 
vice. 

In rendering justice to the character of the officers 
of the pay department, and to the efficiency with 
which their duties are discharged, I cannot forbear 
to bring to your notice the defects of the present 
systein of paying the army, and the evil conse- 
quences which result from it. From the remoteness 
of the posts, the soldiers are paid at long intervals, 
and the guarantee of soldiers’ debts given by the 
regulations to the settlers, induces them to give 
credit to the whole amount allowed; a disposition 
of which the thoughtless soldier generally avails 
himself to the full extent, and on pay-day has the 
mortification to see nearly his whole pay carried 
oif by the sutler. This occasions great discontent; 
while, on the contrary, those soldiers who happen 
not to be in debt to the sutler receive large amounts, 
which they too frequently waste in dissipation; and, 
until these sums are expended, the post presents a 
scene of aliernate drunkenness and punishment.— 
The only reinedy for these evils will be found in the 
prohibition of credits by the sutlers, and more fre- 
quent payments to the troops. 

The officers of the medical staff have maintained 
the high reputation acquired by their zealous atten- 
tion to their duties in garrison and in the field. The 
very strict exaiuination to which candidates for this 
branch of the service are subjected before admis- 
sion insures high professional attainments in those 
of the lowest rank; and that which the officers 
themselves undergo before promotion, leads thei to 
severe application, for it must appear that they have 
not only retained the knowledge acquired at college, 
bit alsa kept pace with the progress of medical 
science, or they cannot be promoted or retained in 
the service. It is not surprising, therefore, that this 

ranch of the staff continues to be distinguished for 
professional attainments and cheerful devotion to 
their duties. 

The revort of the board of medical officers, ap- 
pointed by your direction, to ascertain the relative 
advantages of Pittsburgh and Wheeling for the lo- 
cation for a marine hospitalon the upper Ohio, in 
favor of the former, having been approved by you, 
the selections under the law for purchasing sites for 
inurine hospitals on the western waters are now com- 
plete. The amount appropriated for that purpose 
not proving sufficient, the officers intrusted with 
the performance of that duty made conditional ar- 
rangements, subject to the ratification of congress. 
I respectiully recommend that such an appropria- 
tion be asked for, as will enable this department 
to carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the 
law. 

Having, in several instances, found deficient the 
titles to land on which forts and other public works 
are erected, measures were adopted to perfect them; 
and 1 am happy to report that I found, on all occa- 
sions, the state authorities willing to convey to the 
United States the land whereon such works are situ- 
ated. The departinent has not yet succeeded in 
settling the question of the right of properly in the 
Peapatch island, notwithstanding its utmost efforts 
todo so. This is to be regretted, as its possession Is 
essentially necessary to the defence of the Delaware. 
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event of war, the approac 














The works to be erected there, cannot, from the 
nature of the soil, be thrown up in haste, but will 
require much time to complete them; leaving, in the 

hes to Philadelphia almest 
entirely exposed. 

A new edition of the army regulations has been 
drawn up, and is about to be published, with such 
amendments and additions as the experience of the 
last four years has dictated. 

It is a subject of great regret to me to be compel- 
led to state that every effort to terminate the contest 
in Florida has, so far, proved unsuccessful. On gen. 
Taylor’s retiring from the command of the army 
there, (which he did, by permission, in May last), it 
devolved upon brigadier general Armistead; who, 
notwithstanding the advanced season, commenced 
active operations against the Indians, and, in many 
instances succeeded in breaking up their encamp- 
nents, destroying their fields and crops, and making 
some few prisoners. In order to render the regular 
forces available for offensive operations, a brigade of 
Fiorida wilitia was raised for the defence of Middle 
Florida, and placed under the cominand of brigadier 
general Leigh Read, of the territorial militia, with 
instructions to defend the portion of the territory 
situated north of a line of posts occupied by the regu- 
lar troops, extending from the Atlantic, south of St. 
Augustine, including two stations east of the St. 
John’s river, Pilatka, Wheelock, Micanopy, Watka- 
hootee, Wacassa, a post between the last and Fort 
Fanning, and Cedar Keys. 

The troops that were in the service of the terri- 
tory, in virtue of a law of the legislature of Florida, 
were mustered into that of the United States and 
form part of general Read’s brigade, which has been 
increased to twelve hundred mounted and five hun- 
dred foctmen and may be raised to fifteen hundred 
mounted and five hundred foot; a force which is con- 
sidered ample for the protection of that portion of the 
territory assigned to gen. Read’s command. Some 
depredations having been committed in the neighbor- 
hood of the Okefenokee swamp, four companies of 
Georgia militia have been mustered into the service 
of the U. States, and are charged with the defeuce 
of the Georgia frontier. 

Certain of the hostile chiefs having signified to 
general Armistead their desire to treat, they were 
invited to meet him at Fort King on the 7th ult. and, 
from the circumstance (deemed fortunate) of the 
presence of adeputation from the Western Semi- 
noles, hopes were entertained of terminating this pro- 
tracted struggle by the peaceful removal of the re- 
maining Indians. After some days spent in negoti- 
ating, and after giving reiterated assurances of their 
desire to emigrate and rejoin their brethren west of 
the Mississippi, the Indians suddenly disappeared, 
without any assignable cause for this abrupt rupture 
of negotiations. Hostilities have in consequence 
been renewed, and will be prosecuted vigorously. 

The regula: troops now in Florida amount to about 
4,500 men, and the militia in service to about 2,000. 
I recommend that authority be given the executive 
to engage the services of this description of troops 
fora twelve months, or during the continuance of hos- 
tilities in Florida. The term of three months is much 
too short to ensure efficiency; and frequent enlist- 
ments are afruitful source of insubordination as well 
as of great additional! expense. 

The number of Indians emigrated from the inte- 
rior to the west, since the year 1836, amounts to very 
nearly 41,000, of which about 5,000 were removed 
during the past season; and I am happy to add, that 
the cendition of those who are settled in their new 
homes continues to be represented to us as prosper- 
ous and happy. The ditlerences which unfortunate- 
ly sprung up between the western Cherokees and 
the late emigrants of that tribe, upon their first ar- 
rival on the Arkansas, have been happily acjusted; 
and I have accordingly directed that their annuities, 
and other moneys due to then, should be paid, and 
placed upon the same footing as other emigrant 
tribes. From the chasacter of this nation, and the 
advance inade by many of their number in civiliza- 
tion and in the arts of life, itis hoped, now that they 
are removed froin the evil influences which hereto- 
fore beset them, their progress in moral culture and 
physical comfort will be rapid and lasting. Con- 
vinced that, if any great and general reform is ever 
to be effected among the Indians, it must be by 
means of education, every exertion has been made 
to promote it; not by cisjointed efforts, but by adopt- 
ing a system intended to embrace the estabiisbment 
of primary schools over the whole Indian territory 
and of institutions of a higher order at suiltabie 
points, designated with a view to the convenience 
of the Indians, and of easy access. Fort Coffee, or 
the Arkansas river which has been abandoned as a 
military post, has been selected for one of these es- 
tablishments. This situation possesses very decided 
advantages; and the system by which it is proposed 
to improve them has my full approbation. For the 
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details of the plan I refer to the accompanying re- 
port of the commissioner of Indian affairs, and par- 
ticularly to his instructions for carrying it into effect 
addressed to the superintendent of the western ter- 


ee 
hile on this subject, it affords me great gratifica- 
tion to be able to speak in terms of merited praise 
of the Methodist manual labor school in the Shawnee 
country. The labors of that sect, so distinguished 
for their Christian zeal in the cause of Indian civili- 
zation, are likely to be crowned with success; and 
there is reason to hope that the high expectations 
raised by this extensive establishment will be fully 
realised under its present pious and competent in- 
structors. The department would be happy to pro- 
mote similar establishments on the part of other re- 
ligious sects, equally zealous, no doubt, in spreading 
the light of the gospel among the Indians, and equal- 
ly disposed to advance their moral culture. It is con- 
vineed that, to produce durable beneficial effects by 
education, it must be made practically useful; and 
that those domestic arts which are imparted to our 
youth by the example of their parents and associates, 
and form, as it were, a part of their nature, must be 
taught the Indian in the schools, and instilled into 
him by education. 

Perseverance for one ortwo years longer in the 
policy of removing the Indians from the baneful and 
destructive influences which surround them within 
the states and territories, will unite the rewnants of 
tribes, still within those limits, to their brethren in 
the west; offering, as it is believed the only chance, 
not only of civilizing the red man, but of perpetuat- 
ing his existence. 

y the accompanying report of the commissioner 
of pensions, it will be seen that the number of pen- 
sioners of every description now on the rolls in all 
the states and territories, and in the District of Co. 
lumbia, (except those paid out of the navy pension 
fund), amounts to forty-four thousand three hundred 
and ninety-four; of which two thousand and seventy- 
two cases have been adinitted since the period of the 
last annual report. The number of deaths of pen- 
sioners that have occurred during the last year, and 
been reported to the department, is sixteen hundred 
and five. From the number of unclaimed pensions, 
it is believed that many more have died, of whose 
decease, we have no information. The number of 
invalid pensioners is now four thousand two hundred 
and eighty-nine, having increased four hundred and 
fourteen since 1833; this increase is to be attributed 
paacipeey: to the hardships of the service in Florida. 
The number of revolutionary pensioners under the 
act of March 18, 1818, has decreased from above 
twenty thousand to seven thousand nine hundred and 
forty-seven. Under the act of June 7, 1832, thirty- 
one thousand eight hundred and eight have been ad- 
mitted on the pension roll; of which number, twen- 
ty-three thousand two hundred and seven yet remain. 
Bleven hundred and eighty-six pensioners were ad- 
mitted under the law of May 15, 1828, for the bene- 
fit of officers and soldiers of the coutinential army 
who served during the war; only six hundred and 
five are now borne on the rolls. The number of 
widows pensioned under the act of July 4, 1836, 
is three thousand four hundred and sixty-eight, of 
whom two thousand seven hundred and sixty survive. 
Five thousand nine hundred and twelve widows have 
received the benefit of ihe act of July, 1838; but the 
list is now reduced to five thousand five hundred and 
eighty-six. Allof those now on the rolls will be 
dropped on the 4th of March next, when the term 
of their pensions expires by law. From the number 
of applications, the commissioner is of opinion that 
not less than fourteen hundred will be added to the 
year 1841. 

The total sum drawn from the treasury during the 

ast year, to pay pensions, amounts to two millions 
forty-eight thousand, six hundred and sixty-three 
dollars, exclusive of navy pensions. 

The experience of two years confirms the opinion 
I formerly expressed of the vexatious operation of 
the law of the 6th of April, 1838, which fixes the 
short period of eight months for the return to the 
treasury of unclaimed pensions. The intention of 
the law, no doubt, was to withdraw that sum from 
the pension agent; whereas itsoperation, on the con- 
trary, draws that additional amount from the trea- 
sury at Washington, while it produces disappoint- 
ment, inconvenience, delay and expense to the poor 
pensioners. 

By the fourteenth article of the Cherokee treaty 
of December 29, 1835, ratified May 23, 1839, it was 
agreed on the part of the United States that such 
warriors of the Cherokee nation as were engaged on 
the side of the United States in the last war with 
Great Britain and the southern tribes of Indians, and 

who were wounded in sach service, shall be entitled 
to such pensions as shall be allowed them by the con- 
gress of the United States. I respectfully suggest 
that congress be asked to act upon this section of the 


| 


trealy. There are not many Cherokee watriors who 
come under that description. but they are very des- 
titute; and the good faith of the government is pledg- 
ed in their favor. 

I cannot forbear bringing to your nolice the ex- 
posed condition of the important archives of this 
department. Many of them are kept jn small build- 
ings, at an inconvenient distance from the war office, 
and surrounded by combustible materials, A plain 
fire-proof building, capable of containing all these 
detached offices, might be constructed for a sum, 
the interest on which would not exceed the amount 
required for paying the rents of those now occupied 
for the purpose. All which is respectfully submit- 
fed. J. R. POINSETT. 

The president of the United Slates. 


REPORT FROM THE POSTMASTER GE- 
NERAL. 
Post office department, December 7, 1840. 

Sir: I submit areport, showing the service of this 
depaitment the past year, its present condition and 
fulure prospects. , 

The extent of the post routes in the United States 
covered by mail service, on the 30th of June last, 
as near as can be ascertained, was 155,739 miles.— 
The annual transportation on these routes, at the 
rate existingon tbe 30th of June last, was about 
36,370,776 miles. 

The annual cost of transportation, estimated at the 
rate of pay existing at the close of the year, was 
3,296,876 dollars, viz: 





Miles. Cost. 
By horse and sulkey, 12,182,445 $789,668 
By stage and coach, 20,290,278 1,911,855 


By steamboat & rail road, 3,889,053 595,353 





Total, 36,370,776 $3,296,876 

In addition to this service, the mails by steamboats 
and other vessels, under the 5th and 6th sections of 
the act of 1825, are estimaied to have cost, the last 
year, about 9,000 dollars, and there has been paid 
for ship and way letters, about 26,000 dollars. 

The resolution of congress of May 14, 1836, au- 

thorised the postinaster general to extend the term 
of the then existing contracts for six mouths, so as 
to have them terminate on the 30th June, instead of 
the lastof December. In pursuance of this authori- 
ty, the contracts which would have expired with the 
present year were extended to the 30th of June, 
1841, in consequence of which the lettings that 
would otherwise have fallen into the year 1840 will 
not take place until the spring of 1841. The ad- 
vertisement for this service has been prepared, and 
will soon be published. 
' The new routes, amounting to about seven hun- 
dred, established by the act of the 7th of July, 1839, 
have been put into operation during the past year, 
and have made considerable addition to the expen- 
diture for the transportation service. This exten- 
sion, with the belief that the unusual increase of 
revenue would not be realized, has indicated a poli- 
cy ofretrenchment rather than general improvement; 
but, since I took charge of the department, some 
improvements have been effected on some of the 
most important routes which the public interest 
seemed to demand, and where little additional ex- 
pense was incurred. 

I have also executed contracts for additional ser- 
vice on a few railroad and stearaboat routes, where 
retrenchments could be made on other routes nearly 
equivalent to the new liabilities assumed. These 
changes have given some additional expedition to 
the great north and south mail, as well as to severai 
large mails connecting with it at important points. 

The number of contractors in the sevice during 
the last year were about 2,100. The number who had 
been fined, or had deductions made from their pay 
for delinquencies in the performance of their en- 
gagements, is 628. The fines and deductions during 
the year, exclusive of the remissions, amount to 
$60,685 60. 

In general, the transportation service has been 
performed faithfully, and in a commendable spirit 
of energy, perseverauce and devotion to the public 
interest. ‘Ihe obstacles which fora time, occasion- 
ed irregularities in the large mail south of this city, 
it is believed, have been removed. 

The number of post offices, on the Ist day of July, 
1838, was 12,519; the number on the 30th day of 
June, 1839, was 12,780; on the same day of the pre- 
sent year, the number was 13,468, showing an in- 
crease during the year of 688. There have been 
established during the year, 959 post offices, and 
271 discontinued. The number this day is 13,638. 
There have been during the year 3,231 postmas- 
ters appointed, of whom 959 were for new offices. 
The revenue of the department for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1840, as appears froin the settlement 
of the accounts of postmasters in the auditor’s of- 





fice, was 


—— 
$4,003,776 07 
535,229 ¢) 


Letter postage, 

Newspapers and pamphlets, 

Fines paid to pastmasters for viola- 
tion of law, 260 V9 

$4,539,265 4 

The expenditures of the depart- Pee 

ment for the same period were: 

For compensation to 
postinasters, 

For wrapping paper, 
office furniture, ad- 
vertising, mail bags, 
maillocks and keys, 
and s!amps, mail de- 
predations, and spe- 
cial agents, blanks, 
clerks for offices, 


$1,028,925 92 


and miscellaneous, 441.778 96 
For ship, steamboat, 
and way letters, 35,410 81 


For transportation, 3,252,995 16 





Ee ee eee 
— 


Excess of expenditures, $219,845 17 
The revenue, as compared with the preceedino 
year, shews an increase of $61,651 64, being ; 
fraction over one per cent. P 
The average annual increase of revenue fiom 1899 
to 1839, inclusive, has been about 10 percent. By 
as this period includes the two years ending June 
30, 1837, of extraordinary augmentation of revenye 
amounting to 15 per cent. the first year, and 20 per 
cent. the second, 10 per cent. is considerably above 
the ordinary annual increase, which may be estimat. 
ed at about 6 per centum. The decline in the re. 
venue, therefore, the past year, may be estimated 
at abou! 5 per cent. or 225,000 dollars, 
Statement of the revenue and expenditures of the 
post office department for the eleven years ending 
30th June, 1839. 


Year ending Revenue. Expenditure, 
June 30, 1829 $1.707,418 42 $1,782,132 57 
1830 1.850,583 10 1,932,707 95 

1231 1,997,811 54 1,936,122 87 

1852 2,258,570 17 2,246,171 66 

1838 2.617.0}1 88 2,930,414 87 

1834 2.823,749 S34 2,910,605 08 

1535 2,993,556 66 2,757,350 08 

1836 8,408,323 59 2,841,766 36 

1837 4,100,605 43 3,303,428 03 

1838 4,235,077 97 4. 621,837 16 

1839 4.477,614 04 4,654,718 42 


From this tabular statement, it appears that while 
the expenditures of the department have been stea- 
dily advancing, with few exceptions, its revenues 


/have been very fluctuating, varying from a mere 


nominal increase to an advance of 20 per cent. ina 
single year. 

The extension of the mail service, and the ad- 
vanee ia the population and business of the country, 
are the causes of the ordinary increase of the ieve- 
nue. But temporary and extraordinary circumstan- 
ces often counteract these more permaneut sources 
of increase, so far as to prevent any material advance. 
This has been the case the past year; during which 
a combination of causes have operated to impair the 
revenve of the department to nearly the extent of 
the average anaual increase. 

Bot the present unfavorable condition of the finan- 
ces of the department is not wholly to be attributed 
to the decline of the revenue the past year; it is, In 
part, the result of the too sudden and large extension 
of the service during the years 1837, 1838 and 1839, 
occasioned by the extraordinary surplus which ac- 
crued in 1836 and 1837. This surplus, on the 30th 
June, 1886, was 641,842 dollars. 

The postmaster general, in his annual report of 
that year, recommended a reduction of the rates 0! 
postage. Congress did not sanction that tweasure, 
but, by the act of the 2d July, 1836, established 
about seven hundred new post routes which it be- 
came the duty of the department to put into opera- 
tion. The action on this subject by congress was 
considered as indicating its desire that the surplus 
which had accrued, and which might acerue, should 
be expended in providing additional mail accom- 
modations. The causes which had produced the 
above surplus on the 36th June, 1836, continued to 
operate during the remainder of that year, and 4 
part of the year 1887, and as the new contracts did 
not go into operation until after the Ist of Februa- 
ry, 1837, the revenue continued to exceed the ex- 
penditure; and, on the 30th June, 1837, the surplus 
amounted to 756,208 dollars. During the sessiot 
following, congress, by the act of the 7th of July; 
1838, established about seven hundred additional 
routes, which were to be put in operation on the 
Ist of July, 1839, or before, if the revenues of the 
department would justify it. The second section 





of the same act provides “that every rail road within 
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leg REIT 
the limits of the United States that now is, or may 
hereafter be, made, shall be a post route; and the 
ostmaster general shall cause the mail (o be trans- 
orted thereon: Provided, he can have it done on 
reasonable terms, and not paying therefor, in any 
instance, more than 25 per centum over and above 
what similar transportation would cost in post 
coaches.” t i ; 

The very liberal consiraction given to this act 
by the posimaster general, favorable to the interest 
of the rail road companies, did not satisfy the spirit 
of cupidity which belongs to corporate monopolies; 
and it was found impracticable to obtain contracts 
from several of the rail road companies. And con- 
gress, by the act of 25th January, 1839, extendec 
the maximuin rate of compensation for rail road 
service to three bundred dollars per mile. 

The new routes established by the act of 7ih of 
July, 1838, were mosily put into service in 1839; 
and contracts have been made for service on the 
rail roads then in existence, and most of those 
which have since been completed, at rales of com- 
pensation, varying from twenty-five to three hun- 
dred per cent. above what had been paid for coach 
service onthe same routes. In England, the average 
rate of compensation for rail road service is about 
ninety dollars per mile; and the bighest sum paid 
on the most important routes is one hundred and 
seven dollars per mile; and the contractors are re- 
quired to convey mails as often, and at such times, 
as may be ordered by the postmaster general. Here, 
with a rate of compensation nearly two hundred per 
cent. higher, it has been found impracticable, on 
many of the routes, to obtain that control over the 
time of the departure atid delivery of the mail, 
which is so essential to the service, and is exercised 
on other routes. In addition to the compensation 
paid fo the rail road companies, there are considera- 
ble incidental expenses incurred for travelling 
agents on the more importaut routes for conveying 
the mail to and from the cars at the ends of the 
routes, and for supplying intermediate offices, not 
on the line of the roads. The substitution of rail 
road for coach service, has borne very heavily on 
the revenues of the department. 

The new routes established in 1836 and 1838, 
being many of them, in sections of the country 
where the roads are bad and the settlements sparse, 
have yielded an income bearing but a small propor- 
tion to the expense of the transportation. 

This great extension of the service, and the sub- 
stitution of a higher and more expensive for a 
cheaper grade, under the acts of congress referred 
to, and the improvements on other routes, which 
the publie interests seem to demand, since 1836, 
have carried the expenditures of the department, for 
three successive years, beyond its accruing revenue: 
In the year ending on 30th June, 1838, 

the expenditures were $4,621,837 00 
The revenue which accrued was 4,235,077 00 





Excess of expenditure over the reve- 

nue $386,760 00 
The expenditures in the year euding 

June 30, 1839, were $4,654.718 00 
The revenue which accrued was 4,477.614 00 
Excess of expenditure $177,104 00 

The excess of the expenditures for these two 
years was met by the surplus funds which had ac- 
cumulated in 1837, and nearly exhausted all that 
Surplus which was available. 

In the annual report of my predecessor, made in 
December 1838, he says: “The general financial 
disasters of last year have not reduced the revenue, 
as might have been expected, but have prevented 
inost of the anticipated increase and thrown the de- 
partment upon its surplas, to sustain most of ils 
extentions. The indications now are, that there 
Wil be a slight improvement in the reveaue of the 
Current fiscal year, over the preceding; but not 
enough to produce any material effect. An ad 
Vance somewhat greater may be reasonably «xpect- 
ed, next year, but not great enough to meet the in- 
creasing cost of mail service, and pat into operation 
the new rontes established at the last session of 
congress. It will hence be seen that, for more 
than a year to come, the curtailment, rather than 
the extension of service on routes now in operation, 
1S to be expected.” 

he anticipated increase during the year 1839, 
Was realized, and amounted to 54 per cent.—pro- 
ducing $241,560. But the greater increase looked 
or in 1840, bas essentially failed; and the quarter 
ending 30th of September last, exhibits an actual 
declension in the revenue, as compared with the 
Corresponding quarter of last year, of about 5 per 
Cent. This unfavorable result has been occasioned 
mainly by the second suspension of the banks in a 











“fee section of the union, followed by a general} 


try; which appears io have been apprebended atihe|department. The great facilities which they afford 





~~ 


close of the last year, as (he postmaster general then | for the transmission of letters and newspapeis out 
said: “It is possible that the recent suspension of | of the wail, have evidently diminished the receipts 


specie payments by the banks, in a large portion of 
the union, may again check the increase in the 
revenue of the department, so as to make retrench- 
ments necessary; but, in any eveut, they will be 
inconsiderable.” : 

But the present apparently unfavorable financial 
condition of the department~ need occasion no 
anxiety. It can be susiained upon iis own re- 
sources and soon placed in a safe and prosperous 
condition. Yet, to afford it temporary relief, cur- 
tailments of service, to a limited extent, are neces- 
sary. This has already been commenced, and will 
be continued as far as may be found requisite to 
place iis finances in a sound condition. The car- 
lailinenis or suspensions of service will be made so 
as to occasion as liitle inconvenience to the public, 
or injustice to the contractors, as such an operation 
will admit of. As periodical retrenchments are 
unavoidable, it deserves consideration, whether it 
would not be wise for congress to prescribe some 
rule by which all general curtailments are to be ef- 
tected, so as fo remove executive discretion, and 
secure an equal apportionment of the reduction oi 
service among the different sections of the country. 

In examining the causes which have placed the 
department in iis present condition, we discover its 
resources, and its abiliiy not only to sustain itself, 
but probably with the aid of some remedial legisla- 
tion, to admit of a prospective reduction of the tariff 
on letter postage, which public sentiment seems to 
demand. 

These causes are to be found in the unexampled 
fluctuations since 1834 in the financial inierests and 
commercial business of the country. The period 
of unprecedented overaction in trade, from the fall 
of 1834 to the spring of 1837, occasioned an extra- 
ordinary increase of revenne, which produced the 
larze surplus that existed in 1856 and 1837. This 
surplus formed the basis of the great extension of 
the nail service since 1856, which so far exceeded 
the limits to which it could have been carried by 
the ordinary increase of revenue, as to absorb nearly 
the whole of this surplus in two years. When the 
reaction came on, which, under any circumstances, 
would have depressed iis revenues, the department 
had to sustain liself with an extent of service be- 
yond its natural limits; which bad originated from 
tne extraordinary increase of its revenues in 1836 
and 1837. But the unusual increase of revenue 
over the expenditures during those two years, was 
not entirely owing to the great activity oftrade. The 
conisacts for trausportauon, during that period, bad 
mosily been made when prices were low, and the 
revenue accruing from their performance, was re- 
ceived when piices bad advanced from fifty to one 
hundred per cent. The depariment, therefore, en- 
joyed the advantages of an excited state of business, 
without the drawback which, under otber circum- 
stances, the advance in prices would have occa- 
sioned. 

On the other hand, the excess of the expendiiures 
over the receipts for’postages, ihe last three years, is 
not more to be atuributed to the depression of the 
revenue from the state of the times, than to the cir- 
cutnstance that all ihe existing contracts were made 
during the high state of prices, and at an average 
advance of about filty per cent. above the rate of 
compensation paid prior to 1536. 

Should prices not vary essentially from their 
present standard, it is reasonable to suppose that the 
future lettings can be made at greatly reduced rates 
of compensation. This is an important resource, 
which, in a few years without any retrenchinent of 
service, could hardly fail of placing the finances of 
the department in a prosperous condition. Bat it 
caunot be made immediaiely available, so that a 
suspeasion or curtailiwent of service, to a limited 
extent, becomes necessary. 

The restoration of commercial actiyily, so confi- 
dently anticipated, may reasonably be calculated to 
produce a considerable toprovement during the 
two last quarters of the current fiscal year, and a 
inuch greater increase the next year. 

With a reasonable expectation of a reduction in 
the expenses of the transportation, and nearly a 
certainty of a considerable increase in its revenues, 
the future prospects of the departmeni are highly 
satislaclory. : 

The present is a peculiar crisis in its financial af- 
fairs, resulting from the operation of causes which 
I have endeavored partially to explain, and which 
are not likely, in the same degree at least, again to 
occur. 

There are other causes of a more limited influence 
which have contributed to impair the revenue the 
past year. The greatly enhanced expense of the 
transportation of the mail upon rail roads is not the 


depression of the commercial interests of the coun- jouly way in which they affect the revenues of this 











from postage. This is proved by the sudden fall- 
ing otf of the revenue at points where these facili- 
ties have recently been provided. Information has 
also been received from the agents of the depart- 
iment, showing that letters, packets and newspa- 
pers, were extensively conveyed out of the mail on 
the rail road and steamboat lines, and on many of 
the stage and coach ronies. So far as these practi- 
ces, so detrimental to ihe income of the departinent, 
were believed to be iu violation of law, I endeavor- 
ed to suppress them, regarding it as my highest 
duty to enforce the laws. And in respect to letters 
carried by carrieis and drivers, these efforts, it is 
believed, have been generally elfectual; but there is 
no prohibition against persons «onveying letters and 
packets who may pass over mail routes in the same 
vehicle which transports the mail, and the rail roads 
afford great facilities for sending letters in this way. 

For filteen years preceding the introduction of 
ihe new system in England, the postage tax had 
rather declined, notwithstanding the increase of 
population and business. ‘This was, by many, 
ascribed to the high rate of the tax, but the better 
and more prevailing opinion attributes it to the nu- 
merous rail roads which have gone into operation. 

The practice of carrying newspapers out of the 
mail, without having secured the privilege in the 
contract, I found to be so general, that it could not 
be suppressed without great inconvenience to the 
public; and, as the ambiguity of the law admitted 
of doubts in regard to the restriction, I concluded 
that [should best discharge my duty by permitting 
these practices to continue, and leave it for con- 
gress either to remove the prohibition or to make 
the 1.w more explicit for its enforcement. As it is 
probable that the enforcement of the prohibition 
would have tie effect of stopping the carrying of 
newspapers on the mail routes, rather than causing 
them to be conveyed in the mail, it would seem 
both just and politic to abolish the restriction en- 
tirely. 

Another source of detriment to the revenue the 
past year, has been the exercise and abuse of the 
franking privilege to an unprecedented extent.— 
During the last three quarters, the free matter con- 
stituted avery large portion of the entire mails.— 
As the contracts have been without reference to 
this extraordinary addition to the bulk and weigiit 
of the mails, the burden of the transportation was 
thrown upon the contractors. The free matter is 
not only conveye’ without compensation, but the 
department is subjected to the charge of two cents 
for every free letter or sealed packet delivered at 
offices where the postmastei’s commissions do not 
exceed five hundred dollars per quarter. At some 
offices tis allowance to the postinaster bas absorbed 
his whole quarterly balance. 

The books of the department furnish no data for 
determining the number of free packets conveyed 
in the mail, as a Jarge portion of them are not en- 
tered on the post biils. At the post office in this 
city an account was faken of the number and 
weight of free letters and packe:s during three 
weeks eoding the 2d day of May, the 2d day of 
June, and the 7ih day of July last. There were 
22,033 tree letters and packets from the executive 
departments; 20,563 free letiers from members of 
congress ani 392,268 public documents and other 
franked packets—wwaking in all 434,669. The pub- 
lic documents and packets froin congress, exclusive 
of the letters, weighed 32,689 pounds nearly six- 
teen and a half tons. Taking this as the average 
of the session of thirty-three weeks, it would ap- 
pear that the free leiters and packets sent from the 
office in this city during the late session of congress 
amounted to 4,731,359 and the two cents allowed to 
postmasters forthe delivery of fvee letters would be 
$95,627. This is probably above the average of the 
session; and the two ernts are not paid at offices 
where the postmaster’s commissions exceed five 
hundred dollars per quarter. , 

It way be estimated that there has been abstracted 
from the revenue the past year, in the allowance of 
the two cents to postmasters for the delivery of free 
letters and packets, and the two cents paid for ad- 
vertising free letters, the sum of $150,000. 

Aud there are facts that have come to the know- 
ledge of the department, which show that great 
abuses have been practised by those enjoying the 
privileges, in the highest as well as the lowest sta- 
tions, in covering the correspondence of others, to 
the great injury of its revenue. This and other 
abuses of the privilege appear to be rapidly increas- 
ing, and imperiously dewand a remedy, either by 
its entire abolition, or such restrictions upon it as 
could be enforced by the department. 

The provision in the act of 1825, allowing two 
cents to postmasters on free letters should be abo- 
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lished, as it is unreasonabie that those enjoying an | 


exclusive privilege should derive a revenue from 
the’same privilege possessed by others. Postmas- 
ters might be properly restricted in sending and re- 
ceiving free letters, to their own office. It is in the 
nature of all exclusive privileges to run into abuse, 
and hence we find that, of the twelve acts of con- 
gress relating to the franking privilege of its mem- 
bers and officers, all, with one exception, have serv- 
ed to enlarge the right. 

The collection and disbursement of the revenues 
have been conducted with success and convenience 
by the agents of the departinent, with little trouble 
to them, and without charge upon its mean3. The 
act of the 4th of July last has occasioned no mate- 
rial change in the financial system of this depart- 
ment, except substituting the receivers general for 
the postmasters, at some important points, as the de- 
positaries of its funds, But the penal provisions of 
the act, which makes using or loaning the public 
moneys a conversion and einbezzlement of thei, 
aud punishable as a criininal offence, are applicable 
to postinasters, and cannot fail of having a salutary 
influence in promoting prompt payment of the 
quarterly balances, of which there has been great 
improvement the last few years, and in preventing 
defalcations. 

The revision of the tariff of postage, with the 
view to reduction and convenience, has, for soine 
years past, attracted the public attention, and, on 
several occasions, been brought under the conside- 
ration of congress without any definite action. At 
the second session of the twenty. fifth congress, the 
house of representatives adopted resolutions calling 
on the postmaster general to state “what, in his 
opinion, would be the effect on the revennes of the de- 


partinent, of the establishment of the following tariif 


of postages of letters: On letters conveyed 80 miles 
and under, five cents; over 80 miles and not exceed- 
ing 200, ten cents; over 200 and not exceeding 400, 
fifteen cents; over 400 miles, twenty cents; and to 
state what other tariif, fixing the rates in [federal 
inoney, aud having in view the greatest reduction 
consistent with the necessary means of the depart- 
ment, ifany in his jadgment, would be more just than 
the above. And that he also state what alterations, 
if any, may be made in the present rates of pos- 
tage on newspapers, pamphiets and periodicals, so 
a3 to promote tie circulation of information without 
detriment to the revennes of the department.” 

It is supposed that this resolution, in connection 
with the prevailing interest then felt in the success 
of the experiment making in England by what is 
called the penny system, induced the late postmas. 


ter genaral to coiamission George Piitt, esq. one of 


the special agents of this department, to visit Eu- 
rope for the purpose of collecting such information 
concerning the new system in England, and the 
inail establishinents in other Huropean countries, as 
inight conduce to the improvement of our own 
system. 
Mr. Piitt left the United States on this special ser- 
vice in June, 1839, and returned in August last,— 
The resul's of his iaquiries are contained in the re- 
yort prepared by him, which is herewith submitted. 
t contains extensive details tending to show the 
condition and management of the mail establishment 
in several of the most important countries in Europe, 
and many interesting facts and valuable suggestions 
for the improvement of the system iu the U. States. 
Many of the reforms and improvements recoin- 
mended are deserving of consideration. It will be 
seen that he recommends an entire change tu our 
tariil of postage, and to have all mail matter taxed 
by weig'it; letters not weighing over half an ounce 
to be rated at five cents for any distance less than 
599 miles, and ten cents over that distance; and the 


same rates for every additional half ounce when | 


prepaid, and double those rates when pot prepaid. 
As such a change would give great relief, not only 
to the commercial interests, but to the whole co:n- 
munity, it is to be regretted that neither the present 
coudition nor future prospects ol the establish:nent 
seem to justify so great a reduction in the postage 
tax. ' Sd 

it is apparent that no essential change in the rates 
of postage should be made withoa! great considera, 
tion. The post office establishment is different froin 
any other beanch of the public service, ! 
damental principle ia its organization, that itis 
be sustained by its own revenues. ‘This princip 
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not only avoids any charge upon the treasury, but, 


serves to li:nit and regulate the action of the depart 
ment. Should its expenses, in whole or in part, be 
thrown upon the treasury, even for a single year, il 
night be difficult to return to the present principle; 
and such are the temptations to enlarge the circle of 
action, that it would not be easy te prescribe any 
reasonable limit to it. And such a change in the 


such a vast extent of private interest, but in num- 
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ber and amonunf, would open a door to extensive 
abuses, wasteful to the public revenue, extending 
its patronage, and at the same time removing, the 
checks upon it which now exist. Without enlarg- 
ing upon this point, it is believed that no one will be 
disposed either partially or temporarily, to throw the 
department for its support on the national treasury. 

Any sudden and material reduction of its revenue 
therefore, would render it necessary to make a cor- 
responding curtailment of the mail service, which all 
inust see would be attended with the most serious 
inconvenience to the whole community. And as the 
present revenue, with the reasonable increase that 
inay be anticipated, is bareiy sufficient to support 
the departinent with the existing service, and such 
necessary improvements and extensions as will be 
required, it is evident that there can be no reduction 
of its aggregate revenues. 

The question, therefore, of the reduction of its re- 
venues is excluded from consideration; and the only 
matter for inquiry is, whether the same ainount of 
revenue can be collected with the proposed or any 
other reduced rates of postages? ‘There may be cases 
in every branch of indirect taxation, in which the 
reduction of the tax will increase the amount of re- 
venue. But this result can only be realized, when 
the duty is so exhorbitantly high as to either occa- 
sion gross evasions of the law, or to check the busi- 
ness on which the tax falls. And although the re- 
duction of the rate of postage would increase cor- 
respondence, there is in my judgment no reason to 
believe that the addition of revenue from that source 
would equal the loss from the reduction of the rates. 
The experiment now making in England, appears 
to afford little support to a contrary opinion, for, if 
unoftical information can be relied upon, the reve- 
nue there bas fallen off more than fifty per cent. or 
about 840,000 pounds sterling, on a revenue of less 
than £ 2,900,000. 

Shall we then be forced to the conclusion that the 
present high rates of letter postage are to be perma- 
nently maintained? 


This would seem to be the case. unless there be a 
change in the system, by which the expense of the 
transportation nay be reduced, the correspondence 
increased, and the postage on newspapers and print- 
ed matter be equalized and raised. All these ob- 
jects are practicable, and their united influence 
would probably admit of a greater reduction in the 
rates of letter postage, than is proposed in the reso- 
solution of the honse of representatives. 

Such a ref. rim in the system, in my judgment, is 
de:nanded by views of public policy and the higher 
considerations of private justice. The institutions 
of this country are based on the principles of justice 
and equal rights, and any legislation, and more espe- 
cially any systein of taxation, which is a manifest 
violation of those principles, can only be sustained 
by the forbearance of public opinion, in subjecting its 
to that test by which all public measures inust stand 
or fall. 

A slight examination of our fariff of postage, in 
comparison with the expense of the mail establish- 
inent, is sufficient to show its manifest injustice. 

The quarterly returns of postmasters furnish no 
data to determine the relative proportions of the dif- 
ferent kinds of matter conveyed in the mail. During 
one week in the month of June, 1838, an account! 
was taken of the number and weight of the letters, 
and the weight of the newspapers and other printed 
matter received to be conveyed in the mail, at the 
offices in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash- 
ington city and Riehmond. The tabular statement 
containing these facts is herewith submitted. There 
were some oinissions, and, no donbt some inaccura- 
cies in the process, but the results are sufficiently 
correct for the present purpose. 

The whole weight was 55.241 pound-; of which 
44,463 pounds consisted of newspapers; 8,837 of pe- 
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riodicals and pamphlets; more than five-eighths of 


| which being public documents or other free packets 
deposited in the office at Washington city; and the 
letters, both taxable and free, amounted to only 1,922 

pouuds, being soinething less than four per cent.— 
| The proportion of printed matter received at these 
| offices and especially during the session of congress, 
'inay have been something greater than that of the 

whole mails in the United States. 
| It will not be far froin the truth, fo estimate the 
printed matier as constituting ninety-five per cent. 
of the whole mails, whilst it pays but about twelve 
| per cent, of the whole gross revenue, and but about 
peigit percent. of the nett revenue; the comi:nissions 
on the postage Irom newspapers and painphiets be- 
ing more than on that from letters. 

lithe transportation, eonstituting the principal 
ex enditure of the establishment, there are three 
main elements of prices: 
1. The bulk and weight of the inail. 

| 2. The expedition with which it is conveyed. 








ee 


3. The mode of conveyance when not controlled 
by the bulk and weight of the mail, but in reference 
to accommodating the public travel. 

As the expense of expedition depends mainly on 
the weight of the mail, these two elements of price 
are, eventually, resolved into one; so that the ex- 
pense of transportation depends on the bulk anq 
weight of the mail, and the mode of conveyance 
where it has reference to the public travel, and is of 
a higher and more expeusive grade than the mail 
service would require. 

The services of postmasters depend on the amount 
of nail matter; the number of packets which are re. 
ceived, distributed or delivered at their respective 
offices. But the letters, being made up into mails 
require some more labor than the newspaper and 
other packages not sent in that form. 

From this analysis, it is apparent, that nearly the 
whole expenditure of the mail establishment is 
thrown upon correspondence; it pays the whole ex. 
pense of tree matter, the greater portion of that of 
newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets, and the en. 
tire additional expense incurred for accommodating 
the public travel. 

With all these burdens not properly belonging to 
it, thown upon correspondence, the high rate of post- 
age on letters cannot be surprising; nur can it be 
reduced, and keep up the present extent of the 
nail service, with the improvements and additions 
which will be required, without some portion of 
those burdens are removed by a change in the sys. 
tem. 

Nothing can be more apparent than the palpable 
injustice of our present system of postage tariff. 

The objections against a high protective tariff on 
importations apply with still more force to our tariff 
of postages, both in respect to principle and the de- 
gree of injustice. In the former, the whole commu. 
nity are indirectly taxed for the benefit of a particu- 
lar class, and the whole interests of the country are 
burthened to relieve a particular interest, but the 
tax being indirect, those on whom it falls may, in 
some way, derive an accidental advautage froin it, 
This at least is contended by its advocates. The 
postage tariif is a direct tax upon one inan for the 
benefit of another—a direct burden on one class for 
the relief of another class. 

What principle or justice of public policy ean sus- 
tain a law which taxes a correspondent in New York 
who has occasion to send a letter by mail to New 
O:leans, two bandred and fifty per cent. more thar 
the service is worth, or costs, to enable a subscriber 
in New York to a newspaper in New Orleans to 
have it conveyed to hiin by mail, eighty-eight per 
cent. less than the actual cost of the service? And 
what adds to this injustice is the fact that the mail 
establishinent is a government monopoly, which by 
prohibiting private posts, compels the correspondeut 
to send his letter by the publie conveyance. 

Our system of postage tariff was derived from 
England, where postage was a tax for revenue ana- 
logous to the stainp tax, as like that, it was a tax on 
business. Here, it is not a tax, but in the nature of 
freight, or a charge for the service performed. The 
injustice therefore, is inmch greater where the pos- 
tage is levied, not for revenne, but for defraying the 
expense of the mail service. 

The low rates of postage on newspapers and other 
printed matter, originated in considerations of pub- 
lic policy, and were designated to promote the gene- 
ral dissemination of intelligence among the people. 
But the reasons for this policy, if admitted ever to 
have been just, have in a great measure ceased to ex- 
ist. When the mail estabiishment was first orga- 
nized, printing was confined to the large cities, and 
there were few other channels for conveying news- 
papers but the mails. Now there are printing es- 
tablishments in almost every village; and rail roads, 
steamboats, and other lines of communication, afford 
cheap and convenient channels for conveying news: 
papers and otier publications, the greater portion of 
which are distributed ainong the people without the 
agency of the mail. 

With the view to remove many of the growing 
evils of the mail establishment, and secure the re- 
duction of letter postage, I respectfully propose 4 
change in the system, on the following basis: 

1. The entire abolition of the franking privilege, 
as an exclusive personal right, with the exception of 
the executive and the heads of departments. 

2. A limitation by law of the maximum rate of 
compensation for all steamboats, rail roads and coach 
service. 

3. The equalization of postage on newspapers and 
other printed matter, with an advance of one hun- 
dred per cent. 

4. A revision of the tariff of letter postage with a 
reduction of twenty five per cent. 

The effect of the first of these changes would be '0 
greatly diminish ‘the bulk and weight of the mails, 
and to increase the postage. Probably two-thirds ° 
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the mail matter now going free would be excluded, 


and what remained would be charged with postage; 
and the two cents paid for the delivery of free pac- 
kets would be saved. — 

The newspapers received by printers in exchange 
might be exempted from postage, witb a limitation 
by law of the number. Letters addressed to a post- 
master exclusively on the business of his office, it 
might,be reasonable to except from the postage tax; 
and also all letters written by postinasters exclusive- 
ly on official business, provided they are unsealed, 
(except when addressed to another postmaster or 
agent of the department), so that the office of de- 
livery may be enabled to decide whether the letter 
is legally and properly entitled togo free. The post- 
age on letters received by members of congress 
might be paid from the contingent fund of the two 
houses, and on those sent by them during the session, 
limited to a certain number daily; or such limited 
number per day, sufficient for their official corres- 

ondence, might be permitted to go tree of postage; 
and public documents, printed by the order of either 
house of congress, to possess the privilege they now 
do, when sent by a member with his certificate that 
they were public documents. 

Such a modification of their privilege would re- 
lieve meinbers of congress froin much correspon- 
dence very burdensome to them, and, in general, of 
very little public utility. It would tend to arrest the 
concentration at the seat of government of those in- 
fluences which for some tiine past, appear to have 
directed and controlled the politics of the country, 
and to add to that stiinulus which aggravates politi- 
cal excitements. The unlimited extent of the frank- 
ing privilege is among the causes which have pro- 
duced the centralization of political influence, by 
enabling it to exert its power, with a view toa defi- 
nite purpose, over the country. 

The eifect of the second change would be to re- 
dace the expense of transportation, and on many 
routes to subsiitute a lower and clieaper grade of ser- 
vice, as wagon, sulkey or horse, in the place of stage 
or coach service. 

The etfect of equalizing and raising the postage on 
newspapers and other printed matter, would be to 
diminish the bulk and weight of the mails, and in- 
crease that branch of the revenue about one hundred 
per cent. 

The revision of the tariif of letter postage on the 
basis of a reduction of 25 per cent. would increase 
correspondence, yet add little to the bulk or weight 
ofthe mails, and the postage on the additional letters 
conveyed would supply, in part, the loss to tle reve- 
nue from the reduction of the rates. 

‘The eifect of the whole would be to lighten the 
mails, and render their bulk aud weight more uni- 
form; to cheapen the transportation, and secure more 
regularity in the service; and, by reducing the tax on 
correspondence, relieve the comimercial interest, aud 
benefit the whole community. 

The tariff of postage ou newspapers, periodicals 
and pamphlets, is almost as unequal and unjust as 
ile compurative rates of postage upon letters and 
printed satter. ‘This inequality and injustice have 
arisen frou the great changes which have taken 
place in the manufacture of paper, whereby the for- 
iner distinctions as to ditnension have been lost, and 
a corresponding change in the forms of publications 
lutroduced, 

All newspapers now pay the same postage, al- 
tiough some are ten times the dimensions and weight 
clohers. ‘This is not only unjust to those who pay 
the tax, but equaily so tu the publishers. it gives 
an undue advantage tothe large establishments in 
tue coininerciat cities over the penny papers in the 
Saine places and the country newspapers, which are 
more removed from sinister influences, and in gene- 
ral, are the wost independent channels of souud pub- 
lic Opinion. There seems no good reason for the 
difference in postage between periodical and non- 
periodical painphiets, and the distruction, 1 faci, 
is olten difficult to determine. By the present law, 
ail piinted umatter, except uewspapers, is taxed by 
the sheet; and, from the change in the forins of pub- 
lications, the postage is not and cannot be collected 
With any uniionnity, from the difficulty experienc- 
ed by postmasters in classing the various publi- 
Catiuns, Sixteen pages, Of octavo coistilulte a sheet, 
and twenty-four a duodeciimo, although it is often 
hearly impracticable to distinguish between them, 

lo remove ail these difficuities, and establish a 
Unilorm rate of postage on printed imatter the best 
rule would be totaxitby weight. Butif there siiould 

‘objections to 30 greal achange, newspapers could 

¢ divided into three classes, according to their di- 
euslons, on the plan recommended by the late pust- 
lhaster general in his annual reportin 1836. To tax 
Olver printed matter by weight, it is believed, there 
Can be uo objection. Wheiber the other more im- 
Portant reforms which have been recommended 

© ellected or not, the tariff of postage on newspapers 





and printed matter urgently demands a radical re- 
vision. The advance on the postage of newspapers 
and other printed matter, although regarded as emi- 
nently just, is not deemed indispensable to the ob- 
ject in view; a3 a revision and equalization of the 
tariff, taking a common sized newspaper of about 
550 square inches as the basis, would make a large 
addition to this branch of the revenue of the depart- 
ment. 

The tariff of letter postage proposed in the reso- 
lution of the house of representatives would occa- 
sion a reduction in that branch of the revenue, with- 
out reference to the increase of letters, of from 
twenty to twenty-five per cent. This reduction, 
therefore, would amount to about $900,000. The 
increase of revenne, from the modification and re- 
striction of the franking privilege, may be estimated 
at $250,000; and that froin an increase of corres- 
pondence at an equal sum. The saving in the trans 
portation cannot well be estimated; but it would no 
doubt amount to several hundred thousand dollars. 
The increase of gross revenue {rom postages on news- 
papers and other printed matter, with the advance 
on the postage as proposed, would probably ainount 
to $500,000. Without the advance, the revisian and 


| to have been approved or disapproved by the people 





equalization might be estimated to produce half that} 
sum. 

These changes in the establishment could there- 
fore be made not only with safety to its finances, but 
they could hardly fail of placing them in a more 
flourishing condition. 

The full benefit of these improvements could not 
be realised under four years; that period being re- 
quisite to enable all the contracts to be made with 
refereuce to ther. 

It may be deemed an inauspicious time, when the 
finances of the department are low, to revise the 
tariff of postages on the basis of arcduction. It is 
believed, however, that it can be most safely and ju- 
diciously done at suchaperiod. Ifattempted when 
the revenue is rapidiy increasing, the new tariff 
would unavoidably be in some deciee based ona 
state of revenue which would be found to be only 
temporary. But from the present condition of the 
finances it would be necessary to postpone the re- 
duced tariff of letter postage until the first of July, 
1842. And by the other changes taking effect im- 
mediately, less retrenchments would be required, 
and the finances of the department placed in a pros 
perous condition at the period the new tariff was to 
go into operation. 

These changes in the system, when their benefits 
shall have been fully realized, with such improve- 
ments as will naturally suggest themselves, it is con- 
fidently believed will admit of a still further redue- 
tion of the rates of letter postage, and ultimately bring 
them down fifty per cent. 

The great inconvenience in the transaction of its 
business to which, for several years, this department 
has been subjected, for the want of a public build 
ing adapted to its use, and the constant exposure of 
its books and papers, will soon be removed by the 
completion of the building now erecting forit. I 
have adopted such measures as were within my 
control to protect the present building and public 
property from fire. The building now erecting for 
the post office department, if the contractors do not 








obtain from congress a further extension of the time 
for the performance of their contracts, will be fit for 
occupation in the course of the ensuing autumn. 
Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

JOHN M. NILES. 


MR. WEBSTER ON THE 
FINANCE. 

The motion submitted by Mr. Wright, proposing 
to refer so ‘nnch of the president’s messaze as re- 
lates to the finances to the coinmittee on finance, 
coming up for consideration, Mr. Websier rose and 
addressed the senate nearly as follows: 

Mr. President: It has not been without great re 
luctance that I have risen to offer any remarks on 
the message of the president, especially at this early 
period of the session. [| have no wish to witness a 
prolonged and angry and exciting discussion on the 
topics it contains. The message is, mainly, devoted 
to an elaborate and plausible defence of the course 
of the existing administration on the finances and 
currency of the country; if dwells on the subjects 
which have been so long discussed among us, on 
banks and banking, on the excess of commerce and | 
speculation, ou the state debts, ard the dangers | 
arising from them—on the sub-treasury, as if las 
been cailed, or the independent treasury, as others 
have denominated it. IT propose now to deal with 
noae of these points; so far as they may be suppos 
ed to aJect the merits or character of the adininis- 
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tration, they have, as I understand if, been passed 
upon by the ecuntry; and I bave no disposition to 
reargue any of them. Nor do I wish to enter upon 


an inquiry a3 to what, in these matters, is supposed | 
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of the United States. It appears, however, thus 
far, to be the disposition of the nation to change the 
adininistration of the government. All I purpose 
at this tine to do is, to present some remarks on the 
subject of the finances, speaking on the present 
state of things only, without recurring to the past, 
or speculating as to the future. Yet I suppose that 
some proper forecast, some disposition to provide 
for what is before as, naturally wixes itself up ina 
greater or less degree with all inquiries of this sort. 

In this view, I shall subinit a tew thoughts upon 
the message of the president; but I deem it neces- 
sary to preface what I shall say with some few pre- 
liminary remarks, 

And, first, [ will say a word or two on the ques- 
tion whether or not an unfounded or erroneous im- 
pression is communicated to the people by that docu- 
inent. In this point of view I notice what the 
president says in the 8th page. He there represents 
itas the great distinctive principle—the grand dii- 
ference in the characters of our publie men—that of 
one class of them it has been the constant objecf to 
create and to maintain a public debt, and with 
another, to prevent and to discharge it. This I 
consider as an unfounded imputation on those who 
have conducted the government of this country. 
The president says he tias *“deeined this brief sum- 
mary of our fiscal atiairs necessary to the due per- 
formance of a duty specially enjoined upon him by 
the constitution.’* It will serve, also, to illustrate 
more fully the principles by which he has been 
guided in reference to two contested points in our 
public policy, which were earliest in their develop- 
inent, and have been more important in their conse- 
quences than any that have arisen under our sys- 
tem of government; he ‘alludes toa national debt 
apd a national bank.” About a national bank I 
have nothing at present to say; but here it is offici- 
ally announced to us that if has been a great con- 
tested question in the conntry whether there shall 
or shall not be a national debt! Now, I subinit itto 
the senate whether there has ever existed in the 
country any party, at any time, which avowed itself 
in favor of a national debt, per se, as a thing desira- 
ble? Does the history of the past debts contracted 
by the government lay the least foundation tor any 
such an assertion? The first national debt we have 
had was the loan negotiated in Holland by John 
Adains. None, I presume, ever donbted the policy 
of such a loan in the then circumstances of the 
country. Then there came the debt contracted, for 
the pay of the revolutionary army, by the conti. 
nental congress, or rather by the country through 
that congress. Next were the debts incurred during 
the war by the states for the purpose of carrying on 
the war. Provision was made for discharging these 
debts as the cost of our revolution; can any body 
object to a debt like this? Of the same character 
were the loans made by government to carry on the 
late war with Great Britain. These are the princi- 
pal national debts we have ever contracted, and [ 
cannot but think it singularly unfortunate that what 
looks so much like an imputation on those who au- 
thorised these loans should coine from the head of 
an adininistration which, so faras { know, is the 


first that has ever commenced a national debl in a 


time of profound peace. ) 

And now to proceed tothe actual state of the 
finances. 

The message, thongh it does not cal! the obliva- 
tions of the governinent a national debt, but, on the 
contrary, speaks in the strongest terins againsl a 
national debt, yet adinits that there are treasuiy 
notes outstanding, and bearing interest, to the 
anount of fourand a half tillions; and 1 see. con- 
nected with this, other important and leading truths, 
very necessary to be considered by those who would 
look out S-forehaud that they may provide fei lu- 
ture revenue. 

Of these, the first in importance is, that the ex- 
penditures of the government during the term of the 
present adininistration have greatly exceeded ils in- 
come. Ishall not now argue the question whether 
these expenditures have been reasonable or unrea- 
sonable, necessary Ov unnecessary. Iam looking at 
the facts in a financial view purely—and I say that 
our experience of the aclion of congress during the 
last four years has been, that lhe public expenditure 
has exceeded the public income at the rate of sEVEN 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS PER ANNUM. ‘This is easi- 
ly demonstrated, 

At the commencement of the first session of this 
presidential term, in January, 1837, there was in the 
treasury a balance of six millions of dollars, which 
wa3 reserved from distribution by what has usually 
been called the deposite act. The intention ef con- 
gress was !o reserve five millions only, but, in con- 
sequence of an uncertainty whicb attended the 
moe of effecting this result, the secretary, in his 
calculations, wishing to be, at least, on the safe 
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side, it turned out that the suin actually reserved 
was six millions. Here, then, was this amount in 
the treasury on the Ist of January, 1837. Events 
occurred during that year which induced congress 
to modify the deposite act so as to bring back again 
into the treasury the fourth instalment of the sum 
to be deposited with the states, which amounted to 
nine millions. I find, further, from the communi- 
cations of (he secretary of the treasury now submil- 
ted to the senate, that, of the stock of the United 
States in the Bank of the United States for which 
bonds had been given to the treasury by the Bank 
of the United States of Pennsylvania, which bonds 
are now paid, there have been received eight mil- 
lions. Now, sir, these are all itetns of a pre-exist- 
ing fand, some of which have accrued since Janua- 
ry, 1837. 

‘To these I may add the outstanding treasury notes 
running on interest, (four and a halt millions); and 
the whole forms an aggregate of twenly-seven und a 
half miilions of dollurs of surplus, in addition to the 
current revenue, which have been expended in three 
and a half or four years—excepting, of course, what 
nay retain in the treasury at the end of that term. 
Here, then, bas the government been expending 
money at the rate of nearly eight millions per an- 
num beyord its income. What state of tidings is 
that? Suppose it should go on. Does not every 
man see that we have a vast debt immediately be- 
fore us? 

But is this all?—is this all? I am inclined to think 
that, in one respect at least, it is not all. The trea. 
sury, I think, bas not duly distinguished, in refer- 
ence to one important bra ich of its administration, 
between treasury funds proper and a trust fund, set 
apart by treaty stipulation, to be invested for the 
benefit of certain Indian tribes. I say the treasury 
has taken, as belonging to the government, that 
which properly belongs to a trust fund which the 

overnment engaged to invest in permanent stocks 
jor the benefit of certain Ludian tribes. This makes 
it necessary, Mr. W. said, to look a litile into these 
trust funds. He referred to public documents to 
show that these trust funds had been invested in dif- 
ferent state stocks, upon some of which purchases 
considerable premiums had been paid. ‘These trust 
junds, according to the statement of the secretary 
of the treasury, had been mixed up in account with 
the general funds of the treasury, instead of being 
invested, according to the intent of treaty stipula. 
tions, in permanent stock to be held perpetually for 
the use of the Indians. The fact appears to be ihat, 
instead of keeping a separate account of these trust 
funds, the amount purchased has been passed to the 


general credit of the treasury accounts and the cost of 


stocks for their investment has been charged on the 
other side. As a matter of account and book keep- 
ing this might be thought correct, or it might not; 
but Mr. W. said he thought it would have been bet- 
ter to keep a separate account for funds thus held 
in trust, as every private individual does, who is 
rade a trustee for the iaterests of others. If the facts 
were as he had gathered from the report submnitied 
to congress, here were three or four hundred thoa- 
sand dollars of the trust fund not invested, and which 
reinain yet to be invested for the benefit of these In- 
di&n tribes. As to the rates at which the stocks had 
been purchased, Mr. W. said he found that certain 
Albama stocks had been bought at various and re- 
inarkable rates of premiums. [These were stated 
with some particularity by Mr. W. butin this hasty 
sketch, the reporter cannot undertake to give them, 
but will, if practicable, prepare a pote of them for 
er day. 

ane have Gutta with a number of tribes ratified 
within late years (said Mr. W.) by which we sti 

pulated to invest the proceeds of these lands in 
stocks of a permanent kind bearing interest. We 
are indebted, therefore, to these Indians in ihe whole 
amount we agreed to pay for these lands, which 
have been transferred to us, surveyed, putin mar- 
ket, and large portions of which, 1 suppose, have 
ere this been disposed of. We promised to invest 
the proceeds for thei benefit—which has not been 
done. Instead of asking for money wherewiib to 
purchase these stocks, the treasury bas bees con- 
tented to ask for the amount of toterest only, hohi- 


ing the U. States debtors to the Indians, whereby a/ 


debt to all intents and purposes, to the whole 
amount of tuis trust fund, is created, and it is to be 
added to the amountof debt due by the governinent. 
{ do not say it must be paid to-day or to-morrow, but 
it is an outsianding deb’; the government is under 
an undischarged treaty obligation to raise the mo- 
ney, and with it to buy stock for the benefit of the 
Indians. sta 

After pointing out some discrepancies in the trea- 
sury reports in regard to these investinents, Mr. W. 
went on to the consideration of other outstanding 
demands upon the treasury. That there are other 
debts in an unliquidated state which must soon be 


provided for, (said he), no one doubts; debts for 
publie works, debts for the war in Florida, claims 
of indemnity for Indian spoliatiuns; and if half of 
what we hear be true, the amount of these collective 
obligations cannot but be large. 

Here, then, I understand there is a heavy debt 
hanging over the country, consisting of various 
iiems—some for borrowed money, some to meet 
Indian treaties, and others to pay claims and ac- 
counts not yet liquidated: all of which mast be pro- 
viiied for and taken into consideration in any fair 
estimate of the ways and means. 

[{ agree with all that is said in the message as to 
the great itapolicy, in time of peace, of commenc- 
ing a public debi; bat it seems to me rather extra- 
ordinary and inappropriate in the president to ad- 
monish others against such a measure, with all these 
facts immediately before him. 

None doubt, in point of principle or expediency, 
as io the creation of a public debt, whether in the 
forin of stock or of treasury notes bearing interest 
and renewable; or, if there be any difference in point 
of expediency, none at least can entertain any great 
doubt which of the two forms is best. Treasury 
notes are certainly not the cheaper of the two. 

Now, we find the existence of this public debt as 
early as the existence of the present administration 
itself. It began at the called session in September, 
1337. From the date of the first treasury note bill, 
in September, 1837, there has been no moment in 
which the government was not in debt for borrowed 
money. ‘The secretary says it is not expected that 
the treasury notes now out can be paid off earlier 
iban in March, 1842. Ia whatever soft words he 
chooses to invest the matter, the sum and substance 
is this: that there must be a new issue of treasury 
notes before the government can be freed from em- 
barrassment. 

[ must confess that it seems to me that the secupe 
and tendency of the remarks in the message, do go 
lo produce an erroneous impressiun. Here are a 
series of very strong sentiments against a public 
debt—against beginning a public debt—and all said 
in face of a debt already begun—existing now, and 
under such circumstances aa create the fear that 
it will turn out to be avery large one. We know 
that these various outstanding charges cannot, or at 
least will not, be brought together and presented in 
one aggregate suin for some months to come. Is 
it intended by this document to forestall public opi- 
nion, so as, when, it shall appear that there isa 
public debt, to give to it a date posterior to the 4th 
of March next? [ hope not. I co not impute such 
adesign. So far, however, as I am concerned, I 
shall take special good care to prevent any such re- 
sult. [ shall certainly recommend that there be a 
new set of books opened; that there be what mer- 


chants call “a rest.” That what is collected prior 


to 1S41, and what is expended prior to 1841, stand 
against each other; so that, if there shall appear a 
balance in favor of this administration, it may be 
stated; and if the result shall be that the administra- 


tion is left in debt, let that debt appear, and let it be 


devsominated “the debt of 1841,’ which it will be 
the duty of congress to provide for. 

In one or two other respeets the message is cal- 
culated to create quite an erroneous iinpression. In 


the treasury notes in as mitigated a tone as possible, 
and tells us, first, that **this small amount still out- 
standing” is ‘*composed of such as are not yet due.” 
[ suppose we all knew that; and then he adds that 
they are “less by twenty-three millions than the 
United States have on deposite with the states.” | 
ask the senate, and [ would, if I could, ask the pre- 
sident, whether he means to recommend ‘to con- 
gress to withdraw the deposites now in the hands 
of the states to discharge this debt on treasury 
uotes? Do the administration look to these depo. 














sites as a fund out of which to discharge any of the 
debts of the treasury? I find no recommendation of 
such a measure. Why, then, were these two things 
connected? There is nothing in the fact that the 
amount of treasury notes is less by twenty-three 


millions than the amount deposited wiih the states, 


unless he ineans to recommend that the latter sum 
shall be looked to as a means of discharging the 
former. Does he mean to inform congress that 
twenty-three are less than twenty-eight? If not, 
why are the two thus placed in juxtaposition? The 
secretary of the treasury treals the matter in much 
the saine way. He speaks of the deposiies with 


the states as of funds in the treasury. Look at his! 


report. in stating the resources of the treasury 
he mentions the 28 millions on deposile with the 
states.. What can be the purpose of such a state- 
ment? When a secretary of the treasury presents 
to the world astatement of the means of his de- 
partment, it is universally sepposed that his state- 
ment is confined to whateither exists in the treasu- 
ry, or is likely to accrue under the operation of ex- 


(be Sth page the president speaks on the subject of 
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isting laws. But this deposite with the states is no 
more under the control of the treasury than any othe; 
money in the country. He knows [ull well that an 
act of congress is as necessary to his disposal! of an 
part of that sum, as it is to augment the rate of dy. 
ties at the custom house. The treasury can no 
more use the deposites with the states, than it can 
lay adirect tax. What can be the purpose—the 
fair purpose—of presenting sums as funds in the 
treasury when they are not in the treasury? O; 
what can be the fair purpose of referring to a fund 
as a means of payment, when it cannot be touched, 
unless the president means to recommend to con. 
gress to recall the deposites made with the states? 
That congress can do, and so it can augment the 
rafe of duties; but till it does, those deposites are 
no more meansin the treasury than if they belong. 
ed to another nation. The day, I liope, will comne— 
I have long desired it—when we shall see plain fact 
plainly stated, when the reports of our fiscal offi- 
cers will deal less in guesses at the future, and will 
use forins and phrases, I will not say which are de- 
signed to mislead or to mystify, but the result of 
which is to mislead and to mystify the nation. 

{ said that though the honorable secretary pretty 
clearly intimates that we inust resort to a new issue 
of treasury notes, yet the result of all is, that if con- 
gress wish to avoid the necessity either of increas- 
ing the duties, or of issuing new treasury notes, he 
has a resource ready for them, viz: to reduce their 
appropriations below even his own estimates. This 
is much like what he told us last year: and yet 
when we did reduee our appropriations within even 
his estimates, siill the treasury is in want of mo- 
ney. 

One other remaik ig suggested by what the pre- 
sident says to us on the 6th page of his message. 
He tells us that it is possible to avoid the “creation 
of a permanent debt by the general government,” 
and then goes on to observe, ‘but, to aceowplish so 
desirable an object, two things are indispensable: 
first, that the action of the federal government be 
kept within the bouads prescribed by its founders.” 
Now, I did suppose that this duty of keeping the 
action of the federal government within the bounds 
of the constitution was absolute; that it was not af- 
fected by times, circumstances or condition, but 
was always peremptory and mandatory. What is 
the inference to be drawn from the president’s lan- 
guage? If the treasury is empty, you must keep 
within the constitution; and whatif it is full? Are 
you to break its bounds? To transeend the consti- 
tution? I had always thought we should neither be 
tempted to this by an overflowing treasury, nor de- 
terred by an empty one froin taking such a course 
as the exigencies of the country might require. 

There is also an important oinission in the mes- 
sage, to which I would call the notice of the senate 
and the couatry. The president says the revenue 
has failen off two and a half millions of dollars under 
two biennial redactions of the rate of duties at the 
custom houses under the law of 1833. Be it so. 
But do we not all know that there is before us, 
within a year, a much greater “relinquishment,” if 
that is the term to be applied to it, and within a 
year and a half more another and the last of these 
reductions? Do we not see, then, from the present 
existence of a large debt, and from this further re- 
duction of duties (that is, if nothing shall be done 
to change the law as it now stands) that a case is 
presented which will call for the deliberation and 
wisdom of congress, and (hat some effort will be re- 
quired to relieve the country? 

But here is no recommendation at all on the sub- 
ject of revenue. No increase is recommended of 
the duties on articles of luxury, such as wines and 
silks, nor any other way suggested of providing for 
the diseharge of the existing debt. Now the result 
of the whole is, that the experience of the president 
has shown that the revenue of the couutry is not 
equal to its expenditure; that the government 1s 
speading seven millions a year beyond its income; 
and that we are in the process of running right into 
the jaws of debt; and yet there is not one practical 
recoininendation as to the reduction of the debt, or 
its extinguishment; but the message contents itself 
with general and ardeut recommendations not to 
create a debt! 

| know not what will have to be done to meet the 
deficiency of the next quarter. I suppose his re- 
commendation to issue treasury notes will be follow- 
ed. I should, myself, have greatly preferred a tax 
on Freuch wines and silks. It is obvious that if 
this or something like it is not done, the time ap- 
proaches, and is uot far off, when provision wil! 
have to be made by another congress. 

I have thus stated my views of this portion of 
the message, I think it leads to what may render 
an extra session necessary—a result I greatly de- 
preeate on many accounts, especially on account 
of the great expenditure with which it will unavoid- 
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— 
ably be attended. I hope, therefore, that those who 
now have the power to their bands will make such 
reasonable and adequate provision for the public 
exigency as may reader the occurrence of aa extra 
session avoidable. ; 

Mr. Wright cose and observed that it was his duty 
to answer the remarks of the honorable senator who 
had just taken his seat. The senator had referred 
to but one point oa which Mr. W. was not in pos- 
session of the requisite documentary autboriiy; if 
it were the pleasure of the senate, be could wish 
the further consideration of ihe resolution postpon- 
ed; butif not, he would now proceed. The post- 
ponement was ordered by general consent. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 

[The joint committee on the library of congress, 
ordered to be appointed some days ago, is com)0s- 
ed as follows: 

On the part of the senale.—Mr. Wall, Mr. Preston 
and Mr. Tappan. 

On the part of the house.—Mr. Tillinghast, Mr. 
Cushing and Mr. Keim.) 


SENATE. 

Correction.—In the senate debate of Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, it was not Mr. Henderson, but Mr. An- 
derson, who argued against the late election being 
a decision against the sub-tieasury ]. 


December 17. The vice president laid before the 
senate a report of the secretary of the senate, show- 
ing the expenditures of the contingent fund ior ihe 
year 1840. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, a message from the 
president relating to Indiau affairs was ordered to 
be transferred to the executive journal, and referred 
to the committee on Indian aftairs. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. Clay, of Ala- 
bana, Crilienden, Young and others; and the papers 
of several claimanis remaining on the files of ihe 
senate since last session were, on motion, iaken 
therefrom and referred to appropriate comuniitees. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to recharter the banks 
of the District of Columbia. 


Several bills on private claims were also reported | 


and appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. Wihiie, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
infurm the senate whether instructions have lately been 
given to the superintendenis of harbors and rivers tur 
the construction and improvemeni of which appropria- 
tions have been heretofore made, and which are yet 
unfinished; and to the superintendents of ihe Cumber- 
land road, for the sale of machinery, implements and 
materials used in the construction of said works, and 
by what authority such sales were ordered, together 
with a comparative statemeni of the aggregate cost of 
the same, and of the proceeds of the sale, and whether 
such sales were made in coniemplation of an abandon- 
ment of further improvement ot said works. 

On motion of Mr. Fulton, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation tor the erection of a marine hospiial at the 
town of Napoleon, on the Mississippi river. 

Un motion of Mr. Young, 

_ Resolved, That ihe commitiee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for additional compensaiion to the reg'sters and 
receivers of the several land offices of the United States 
in cases where their annual compensation, including 
the per cent. allowed on tke sales of the public lands, 
shall not in the whole amount to the sum of $1,000. 

The question came up on the motion of Mr. 
Websier to postpone the reference to the commiitee 
on finance of so much of the presideni’s message as 
relates tothe subject of finance; when 

Mr. Wrighi spoke in reply to Mr. Webdster’s re- 
marks of yesterday; and aller a short rejoinder from 
Mr. Websier, the question was iaken on the moiion 
of reference, and carsied. 


The senate held a short execulive session, and 
then adjourned over to Monday. 


December 21. Mr. Walker, Mr. Nicholas and 
Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, appeared in their seais. 

The vice president laid before the senate a report 
from the secretary of war, ia compliance with a re- 
solution of the senate, in relation to the pay and 
emoluments of the army. 
_ Also, from the same department, a communica- 
lion in relation to pensions. 

Mr. Wright presented a petition from inhabitants 
of New York, asking the passage of a uniform 
bankrupt law. 

Mr. Walker presented a petition from the Grand 
Gulf rail road company, asking a remission of duty 
On rail road iron. 

umerous private petitions were presented, and 
Papers removed from the files of the senate and re- 
“tred to appropriate committees, on motions by 


Messrs, Southard, Pierce, Hubbard, Roane, Merrick 
and others, 








Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the committee on 
roads and canals reported, without amendment, the 
bill introduced by him to confirm to the state of Jn- 
diana the lands selected by her for that part of the 
Wabash and Erie canal which lies between the 
mouth of the Tippecanoe and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. Smith, also reported, without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennessee 
rail road company. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill toexiend (the time of making the re- 
turns of the 6th census, in certain cases. 

Mr. Kiag, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill to allow drawback on goods ex poited 
over land to Mexice. 

Also, a bill to authorise the secretary of the trea- 
sury to employ steain vessels in ihe revenue service. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the commiitee on the 
public lands, reported the bill to establish a prospec- 
live and permanent pre-emplion system. Which, on 
motion, was made the order of the day for Monday 
next. 


Mr. Wrighi, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the bill to graduate aad reduce ihe price of ihe 
public lands, with an amendment. 

Me. Pre.ce introduced a bill for the organization 
ofa company of sappers and miners and pontoniers. 

A number of private bills were introduced, twice 
read and appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, 

Resolved, Tisat the cornmittee on fiaance be insiruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of granting furiber 
iime for payment to the deposite banks ia the city of 
Natchez, in the state of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be in- 
strucied to inform the senate what sales of public lands 
have been made in Michigan north of the line dividing 
fowoship 12, and west of the line dividing ranges 2 and 
3 west of the principal meridian. 

Mr. Norvell submitted a resoluiion, which lies 
one day, directing the secretary of ihe senate io 
cause the chandelier to be removed, 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Ruggles, calling for all correspon- 
dence (not hitherto submitted) between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States government, and with 
ihe governor of Maine, was referred to the com- 
ice on foreign relations. 

The following biils were severally ordered to be 
engrossed: 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of ihe 
act granting pre-emplion righis, which was approv- 
ed on the 19th June, 1834 

A bill authorising the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in Arkansas, 
to enter one-halfsection of land for school purposes. 

A bill to authorise the inbabitants of (ownship 8 
north, range $2 west, in Arkansas, to enter a sec- 
tion of land imlieu of the 16th section, npon condi- 
tion that the same is surreudered io the United States 
for military purposes. 

A. bill to settle ihe iitle to certain tracts of land in 
the state of Arkansas, 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the state of Alabama. 

A bill to relinguish to the state of Alabama the 
2 per cent. fund, to be applied to the making of a 
road or roads leading to said state. 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservaiion in the 
state of Alabama. 

A bill to grant other Jands fo the inhabilants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations. 

A bill supplementary to an ect to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases. 

The senate held a shorl executive session, and 
then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 17. John Moore, ot Louisiana, 
elected {o supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Rice Gatland, appeared, was sworn 
in and took his seat. 

Afier the presentation of numerous petitions, the 
house resumed the consideraiion of the resolution 
moved by Mr. Tillinghast on the 10th inst. which 
was before the house at the adjournment yesterday. 
Mr. Beatly withdrew his motion to lay on the table, 
and the resolution was theu adopted. It is as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report 
to this house how far, and in what manner, the act 
passed at the last session, entitled ‘tan act to provide 
for the colleciion, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 


ment of the public revenue,” has been carried into 


execution: whether any buildings, addi-ions to or alte- 
rations in buildings, therein authorised or required, have 
been commenced, and at what cost, or contracts there- 








be made or orders therefor given, and ihe terms and 
i 


conditions of such contracts and orders; what number 


| of cle:ks, special agents, and oiber officers, agents, or 
| servants, have been and now are employed under the 


| provisions of said aci, or for aid in carrying the same 
\1nio effect, and where and from what times, and at 

whai compensations: whether each and every of the 
oilicers who are therein required to give bond have 
given bond, and the sum, sureties, sad eae of delivery 
of each bond, and who, if any, have not given bond: 
whether, in ihe collection, or keeping, or transfer, or 
disbursement of the public revenue, or any portion 
thereof, since said act has been in force, any banks 
have been used or restored to,and, if so, what bank 
or banks, to what extent and in what manner: and 
what propositions have been made, if any, to any bank 
therefor, and seiting forth, also, in whai specific mat- 
ier, Wheiher gold and silver, or notes or certificates, or 
oiber and what evidences of deposite or credit all or any 
of :he revenue has been collected and actually passed 
from the hands of ihe person or persons from whom the 
same was due, to (ve hands of the officer or officers 
charged wiih ihe immediate collection thereof, since 
said ect has been in force; distinguishing, as nearly as 
may be, how much has been so collected and paid in 
each specific matter or medium of paymeni: also set- 
ting for‘h bow and in what places or offices, and un- 
der what aciual and personal custody or keeping, all 
anu any and each portion of the public revenue, mo- 
neys, and assurances or evidences of debt or obligation 
have been kept during said time; and how and by 
what agencies and aid, and with what forms and pro- 
cess, and on what ierms, conditions, and cost of ex- 
change or transfer, and in what specific matter, whe- 
ther gold and silver, notes, or certificates, or other and 
what evidences, all and any portion thereof have been 
in said time disbursed or transferred. 

_Mr. Lrumbull presented resolutions from the le- 
gislature of ihe state of Connecticut, in favor of a 
distribution of the proceeds of sales of public lands, 
and protesting against any reduction in the prices 
thereof; which resolutions were referred to the com- 
mittee on the public lands and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morgen moved the following: 


Resolved, ‘That the postmaster general be requested 
to communicaie to this house a statement of the amount 
expended by the post office department for especial 
avents employed by the department;the names of the 
agents employed; the sum paid to each, and for what 
service rendered. 


— resolution was laid over one day under the 
ru e. 





Mr. Hunt moved the following proposition of 
amendment to the constitution of the United States: 
Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 

constitution of the United States in limiting the 

terin of office of the president of the United States: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United Statesof America in congress assembled 
(two-thirds of both houses deeming it necessary), That 
ihe following article be proposed to the legislatures of 
the several staies as an amendment to the constitution 
of ihe United Staies, which article when ratified by 
three-fourihs of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the said consiitution: 
“The president of the U. States shall hotd his office but 
a one term of four years, and shall be ineligible there- 
aiter. 


This resointion was read, and referred to the 
commitiee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Bell laid before the house a communication 
from the secretary of war to him as chairman of the 
committee on Indian affairs, in relation to the pro- 
priety of an immediate appropriation for the sup- 
port of some destifute Kickapoo Indians, who have 
recently reinrned from Texas and joined their 
brethren in the west, until they can raise the means 
io support themselves. These documents were re- 
ferred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

Mr. Randolph moved the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the clerk of this house pay to John 
B. Aycrigg, Jobn P. B. Maxwell, Wm. Halsied. Chas 
C. Stratton and Thos. Jones Yorke, the same compen- 
sation per diem and mileage that is allowed to members 
of congress, computing the per diem from the com- 
0 apmolaee of the last session until the 16:h day of July 
ast. : 

Mr. Turney moved to refer the resolution to the 
commitiee on claims. 

Some discussion having arisen on the resolution, 
Mr. Randolph called for the previous question 
which was sustained by a majority of the house, 
and further discussion was thereby set aside. The 
yeas and nays were then ordered on the question to 
agree to the resolution;-when Mr. Vanderpoel mov- 
ed to lay the resolution on the table, and the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays and decided iu the 
negative—yeas 62, nays 127, 

‘Lhe question recurred on the resolution, which 
was again read at the request of Mr. Wise, who was 
about to say something on the subject, when he 
was informed by the speaker that, the previous 
question having been ordered, it was too late to say 
any thing tn relation to the resolution. 

The clerk then commenced the call of the yeas 
| and bays, When the name of Mr. Wise was called, 



































270 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 26, 1840—CONGRESS. 




















he rose and asked to be excused from voting, on the 
ground that neither he nor the house had ever to 
this day seen or heard read the testimony in the 
case of the New Jersey election, and he was to this 
day ignorant as to who had the right to the seats or 
tothe pay. Mr. Stanly objected to Mr. Wise being 
excused, and said that he knew the gentlemen came 
here with the broad seal of New Jersey, and were 
therefore entitled to their pay till it was decided they 
were not entitled to their seats. The speaker in- 
furmed Mr. Wise that it was too late now to ask to 
be excused; that the request should have been made 
before the call of the roll commenced. Mr. W2se 
then said he should refuse to vote. . The clerk hav- 
ing completed the call of the roll, the vote stood for 
the resolution 118, against it 67. 


Mr. Botts asked leave to move aresolution, which 
was granted, and he moved the following: 

Resolved, 'That the clerk of this house be instructed 
to report by what authority the sum of $1,180 50 was 
paid to Charles J. Ingersoll, esq. for his expenses in 
taking testimony, &c.in the contested election with 
Charles Naylor, esq. pending the last session of con- 
gress, and out of wnat fund such amount was paid, as 
reported in document No. 7, to this house. _ 

Mr. Medill moved to amend by including the ex- 

enses in the cases of Messrs. Aycriyg and his col- 
eagues from New Jersey, and also Mr, Naylor.— 
Mr. Botts accepted Mr. Medill’s proposition. At 
the suggestion of Mr. McKay, the resolution was 
further modified by substituting the comunittee of 
accounts for the clerk. 

Alter some conversation as to the details of the 
resolution, Mr. Botts withdrew his acceptance of 
the modifications proposed, and adhered to the re- 
solution as originally proposed. Mr. Medill called 
for inforination as to Mr. Naylor’s witnesses; when 
Mr. Naylor said: I will answer the question of the 
gentleman from Ohio. The bills in favor of my 
witne:ses weie not paid. They were passed by the 
committee of accounts of the house, and the clerk 
offered me the money. I told him that I believed 
such a payment would be illegal and improper, and 
I refused to take it. On my return to Philadelphia, 
alter the adjournment of congress, the clerk of the 
house enclosed to me a draft in my favor-for the 
amount of my witnesses fees, at two dollars a day, 
with the request that [ would pay the witnesses and 
send him their receipts. I still thought that this 
money could not be taken without a violation of 
jaw and propriety, and I so wrote for answer to the 
clerk, and returned him the draft. I afterwards 
paid out of ny own pocket two dollars a day for 
their attendance, to all those of my witnesses who 
would receive the pepe from me. Somme of them 
generously refused to take any fees. 

Mr. Medill then withdrew his amendment. 

And the resolution as originally proposed by Mr. 
Botts was then adopted. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams asked the use of the hall on the 
4th of January next, for the national institute for 
the promotion of science, on which occasion the 
secretary of war would deliver an address. 

Mr. Adams explained that this society was the 
national institution for the promotion of science 
a society forined during the last year—of which 
the secretary of war was ex officio, he believed, by 
the constitution of the society, the presiding ofhi- 
cer. ‘Lhe society had requested the secretary of 
war to deliver an address on the evening of the 4th 
of January, and it was for this reason that he (Mr. 
A.) had submitted his motion. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Pickens, Stan- 
ly, Adams, Dawson. Craig, M. A. Cooper, Thomp- 
son, of Miss. and Wase, the question was taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative, yeas 
89, nays &3. 

Mr. Barnard, submitted the following resolution, 
which giving rise to debate, was laid over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury do make 
to this house a report to the following effect, viz: 

ist. A statement showing the aggregate revenue 
which accrued to the government trom customs, from 
Jands, and under the head of what is usually denomi- 
nated “miscellaneous,” in the years 1537, 1535, 153! 
and 1849, estimating for the last quarter ot the latter 
year; and showing, also, the aggregate expenditures 
during the same years, estimating for the last quarier 
of 1840—excluding all payments on account of the re- 
demptiun of treasury notes; and also all payments on 
account of trust funds, rey 4 so far as such funds 
have failed to produce the full amount of annuity or 
interest actually paid on account of them—the sate- 
ment to show the general balance between such reve- 
nue and expenditures for the whole period. 

2d. A statement showing the sources from which 
money has been derived to the treasury within the four 
y ars above mentioned, otier than the sources above 
named, and the amount from each source, with the 
avgregate, estimating fur amounts received and re- 
ceivabie in the last quarter of 13840. ‘This statement to 
include the sum actuaily received in the treasury, after 











setting apart the original amount for deposite with the 
states under the deposite act of 1836; the amount of 
the fourth instalmentof deposite money under that 
act, which was finally retained in the treasury; the 
amount of trust or indemnity funds, if any, received 
and not invested; the amountcf treasury notes which 
will be outstanding on the Ist of January, 1841, with 
the interest accrued on them; the amount received on 
old duty bonds, the payment of which bad been post- 
poned; the amount received on bonds for the sale of 
the stock of the United States in the late Bank of the 
United States; and the amount received from various 
banks which suspended in 1837. This statement to 
show, also, how much, if any, of these moneys re- 
main, or will remain, in the treasury on the fitst day of 
January, 1841. 

3d. A statement, as far as the same is known, orcan 
be readily ascertained, showing in what cases, if any, 
and to what extent and pecuniary amount, public 
works have been or will be carried on, or services ren- 
dered in behalf of the government, under appropria- 
tions of the present year or of past years, during the 
year 1840, (except under the post office department), 
in regard to which any special agreement or under- 
standing whatever exists that the payment therefor 
should not be called for, and should not be made in the 
year 1540, or until after the 4th day March, 1841. 

4th. A statement showing what will be the probable 
amount out of the new and permanent appropriations, 
as exhibited in the estimates of the secretary of the 
treasury of the 7th December instant, for the year 
1841, which will remain unexpended or uncalled for at 
the close of the year 1841. 

Sith. A statement showing the amounts which will 
be required to purchase stock, or make investments for 
or in behalf of Indians or Indian tribes, pursuant to 
any treaty or other stipulations; and also the amounts 
or principal sums required to be paid Indians or In- 
dian tribes by any treaty or other stipulations other 
than such as may have been estimated for by the se- 
cretary of the treasury in his report of the 7th Decem- 
ber instant. 

6th. A statement showing more particularly than 
appears from his report of the 7th December instant, 
how much the expenses of 1841 will fall below those 
of 1840, in amount of each of the following particu- 
lars, namely: because “the pensions have diminished 
by death;” because “fewer Indians remain to be re- 
meved;” because “several expensive public buildings 
have been mostly finished;” and because “hostilities 
with the Seminoles must be nearer to a close.” 

7th. A statement showing the amount of claims now 
pending in the departments growing out of the Florida 
war, or relations with Indians, or otherwise; whether 
such claims have been considered and passed upon or 
not, with the probable or proximate amount in the ao- 
gregate of such claims which will become a charce 
upon the treasury, as nearly as the secretary is able to 
ascertain or to jude thereof, with the means he has or 
can readily command. 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson inquired if the select 
committee appointed last session on the subject of 
a national foundary was considered as so far in ex- 
istence as to be authorised to submit their report at 
this session. Mr. Johnson made a statement of cir- 
cumstances which took place atthe last session, 
which induced him to believe the committee was 
continued over to the present session. The speak- 
er answered that the committee was discharged by 
the adjournment of the last session, and could not 
now report. Mr. Johnson then moved that the com- 
mittee be revived; which was ordered by the house. 

Mr. Botts moved the following: 

1, Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to this house the amount of treasu- 
ry notes and drafts that have been issued and drawn 
since the Ist of January, 1840, with the respective dates 
at which such notes and drafts have been issued and 
drawn; together with the names of the persons to 
whom or in whose favor and for whose benefit such 
drafts have been drawn, and the service, consideration, 
or object for which they have been drawn. 

2. Resolved, That he be directed to report at what 
time or times, and what amount of treasury notes, if 
any, have been deposited with any of the banks, and, 
if any, which of such banks, and at what time; what 
amount, and what dese*iption of funds, if any, were 
received from the banksin which such deposites were 
made; and whether said money was left in deposite in 
suid banks, or transferred to the independent or sub- 
treasury as directed by law, and at what time the in- 
terest commenced on the notes thus deposited. 

[Laid over under the rule.] 


On motion of Mr. Stanly, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected tosend to this house a copy of the correspon- 
dence between him and the treasurer of the United 
States, and between the treasurer and anv of his 
clerks, relative to the actual operation of the sub-trea- 
sury bill as it passed the senate of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Stanly, it was 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed 
to place such books and papers in his department as 
are not wanted for immedia‘e use in the fire proof 
vaults of the treasury building. 

This resolution was read, and disagreed to. 

Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, under the notice here- 
tofore given, asked leave to introduce a bill to re- 
peal the laws now in force fixing the salary of the 





chaplain. Some objection being made to granting 
leave to introduce the bill, it was read throughout 
tothe house. Mr. Reed called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, th, 
vote stood: for granting leave, 21; against it, 149 
Mr. Cooper then asked leave to introduce a resol. 
tion directing an inquiry into the expediency of re. 
pealing the law now in foree fixing the salary of 
the chaplains to congress. 

The resolution was read, and Mr. Cooper ex. 
plained the object of the inquiry he proposed. Op. 
jection was made to granting leave, and so the mat. 
ter rests. 

Mr. Dawson moved the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be,and he js 
hereby, requested to communicate to this house the 
number of claims which have been presented to that 
department for horses, &c. lost in the several cam. 
paigns in Florida against the Seminole Indians; how 
many have been allowed and paid; and the reasong 
why the others have not been paid. And that the ge. 
cretary of war be also requested to recommend such 
amendments to the laws regulating such claims as he 
may deem necessary to secure to the soldiers a reiy. 
neration for the losses thus sustained in the service of 
the country. 

This resolution, under the rules, was laid over 
One day. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, it was 

Resolved, That the president inform this house what 
appropriations of money made at the last session of 
congress were expended by him; designating to what 
particular objects such appropriations were made, and 
the specified sums suspended; and what sums con- 
tinued to be so suspended at the commencement of 
the present session, and their objects respectively. 

r. Andrews moved «resolution proposing the 
following amendments to the rules: 

‘All the states and territories shall be called for 
resolutions on each alternate Monday during each 
session; and, if necessary to secure this object on 
said days, all resolutions which shall give rise to 
debate shall lie over for one day, and on the next 
subsequent day apprupriated to resolutions; and 
after all the states and territories shall have been 
called through, the resolutions so laying over shall 
come up in the order in which they were respec- 
tively offered.” 

Mr. Andrews moved to suspend the rules to con- 
sider the resolution at this time, which motion to 
suspend was not carried, and the resolution was 
laid over. 

Mr. Crockett, under the notice given by him some 
days ago, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to amend an act to authorise the state of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to the lands 
therein described, and to settle the claims to the 
vacant and unappropriated lands within the same; 
which was twice read, and referred to the commit- 
tee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quired to report to this house whether any, and, if any, 
what, part of the surplus, or additional sections, or parts 
of sections, (lying alone and adjoining the alternate 
sections on the Miami canal, in he state of Ohio, and 
withheld from sale at the same time, the said alterna'e 
sections being within them, has been sold since the 
first day of January, A. D. T836; also, that he state ‘o 
whom said lands have been sold, at what land office, 
at what time, at what price, and whether the paten's 
have been issued for the said lands, and if not, whether 
it is the intention of said department to issue said pa- 
tents, and whether said sales were in pursuance of the 
urder of said department or not; and that he furnish 
copies of all instructions, given by the different con- 
missioners of the general land office from time to te, 
relating to the withholding from sale of lands on the 
route of the said Miami eanal, and on the Auglaize 
river. in the state of Ohio, as alternate sections on sa! 
canal; and all the correspondence of said department 
with the officers of the land office where said lands may 
have been sold, and the correspondence of the said de- 
partment with all others on the subject of said additional 
sections, or the sale thereof; and that he also furnish this 
house with a copy of the order or rule of the depart 
ment of the Ist day of January, 1836, relative to the 
manner in which lands ave allowed to be entered which 
have been subject to priva‘'e entry, but withheld from 
sale from any cause. 

On motion of Mr. Proffii, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
lay before this house, at as early a day as possible, co 
pies of all correspondence between the department ar 
superintendents of the Cumberland road in Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois during the year 1840. Also, copies 
of all correspondence during the same time betwee! 
the department and the superintendent of public work® 
on the lake border of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illino' 
and Winkonsin. Also, copies of correspondence 2” 
orders to suspend operations on the public. works * 
sell the public property and machinery, if any suc* 
order has been given. 

Mr. Rariden moved the following: ; 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be A 
structed to inquire into the expediency of setting ap@™ 
three bundred thousand dollars per annum of the pr? 
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ceeds of the public lands for the continuation of the 
Gumberland road in Ohio to iis western termination, 
1 be constructed in a continuous line from east to 
west, and of distributing the residue of the said pro* 
ceeds among the several states upon the principle of 
what is called Mr. Clay’s land bill, taking the census 
of 1840 as the basis of the distribution. : 

Mr. Hubbard moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and the question was put by yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. And then, before the ques- 
tion had been put, an adjournment was moved and 
carried. 

Friday, Dec. 18. At 12 o’clock, the house was 
called to order by the speaker, and the journal of 
yesterday read. 

Mr. Standy rose and stated that in offering the 
resolution yesterday to direct the postmaster gene- 
ral todeposite such books and papers of his depart- 
ment as may not be required for daily and immedi- 
ute use, in the vaulls of the new treasury building, 
for safe keeping, he did not mean to be understood 
as intending to throw out any suspicion or imputa- 
tion against the present incumbent; but that the 
late head of the post office department was lurking 
about the city, and he was mean enough for any 
thing. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, from the committee of 
ways and means, asked leave at this time to report 
a bill making appropriations for the payment of 
pensions, and leave being granted, the bill was re- 
ported, twice read, and committed. 

Mr. John Q. Adams inquired of the chairman of 
the committee of ways and means whether the bill 
just reported by him contained any provision for 
the relief of the navy pension fund, so strongly re- 
commended a few days ago by the president of the 
United States in a special message to this house?— 
Mr. Jones answered that it did not; that the mes- 
sage towhich Mr. 4dams alluded had been referred 
to the committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Reed stated that the cominittee on naval af- 
fairs had not acted on the subject, because of the 
non-attendance of the chairman. 

Mr. Adams hoped the absence of the chairman of 
the committee would not long interpose to prevent 
inportant business from being transacted—that, 
unless an appropriation was speedily made for the 
benefit of the navy pension fund, the pensioners on 
that fund would have to go unpaid. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, chairman of the commit- 
tee of ways and means, asked that the committee 
be authorised to appoint a clerk at four dollars a 
day. 

Mr. Wulliams, of North Carolina, inquired if it 
was contemplated to continue the clerk through the 
next recess of congress? Mr. Jones answered be 
did not know that it was custoinary to continue 
committee clerks through the recess—in the present 
case it was not intended todo so. Some member 
called for the yeas and nays, but they were not 
ordered, and the motion was adopted, and the com 
miltee of ways and means are therefore authorised 
to appoint a clerk al $4 a day. 

Mc. W. Cost Johuson moved that when the house 
adjourn it adjourn to meet on Monday next, as. 
signing as his reason for the motion, that opportu- 
lity might be afforded to replace the seats and re- 
patr the injuries done to the ball and furniture by 
the falling of the chandelier, his own seat together 
with the seats of several other members having 
_o entirely demolished. The motion was agreed 
0. 

And thereupon, on motion of Mr. W. Cost John- 
son, the house adjourned over to Monday next. 

Monday, Dec. 21. The speaker laid before the 
house several communications, viz: 

1. From the secretary of the treasury, with a 
statement of the funds ot the Chickasaw Indians, as 
required by the act of the 20th April, 1836, for car- 
rying into effect the treaties with that tribe. This 
report gives a detailed account of the receipt and 
application of muney received on trust for the 
Chickasaws for lands sold {or their benefit. Refer- 
ted to the committee on Iudian affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

_2. From he secretary of the territory of Wiskon- 
sin, accompanied by a printed copy of the laws of 
that territory passed at the two last sessions of the 
legislature, Referred to the comunittee on the ter- 
rilories, 
we From the commissioner of public building in 

ashington, accompanied with copies of all con- 
tracts made by him from the Ist December, 1839, 
to 1ith December, 1840, with the names of appli- 
fants for said contracts, and the amount of their re- 
Spective bids, 

4. Froin the clerk of the honse, as follows: 

on. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker, &c. 

Str: In pursuance of the following resolution of 

© house, dated December 17, 1840: 
1s Resolved, ‘That the clerk of this house be in- 

ucted to report by what authority the suin of 





$1,180 50 was paid to Charles J. Ingersoll, esq. 
for his expenses in taking testimony, &c. in the 
contested election with Charles Naylor, esq. pend. 
ing the last session of congress, and out of what 
fund such amount was paid, as reported in docu- 
ment No. 7, to this house.”’ 

I beg leave to report that, on the 20th July last, 
a paper was handed the accounting clerk of this of- 
fice, containing a list of the witnesses in the con- 
tested case of Naylor and Ingersoll, together with 
the number of days each witness had been in atten- 
dance. On the face of this paper is an order signed 
“J. Johnson, chairman of accounts,” that the wit- 
nesses above named be paid $2 per diem. 

In virtue of this order, I paid Mr. Ingersoll 
$1,128 for 564 days, at $2 per day, for the purpose 
of paying the said witnesses. At the beginning of 


the session, Mr. Ingersoll returned the receipts of 


the individuals paid, dud $11 50 in money, stating 

that that amonnt had been over-paid. 

In casting up the receipts I find them to 
amount to 

Add the amount returned by Mr. Inger- 
soll, 


1,116 50 


Il 50 





The amount paid to Mr. Ingersoll, $1,128 00 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
HUGH A. GARLAND. 


The motion of Mr. Davis, of Indiana, made seve- 
ral days since, to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill introduced on leave by Mr. Hund, of New 
York, to amend the laws upon the subject of natu- 
ralization, was referred to the committee on the 
judiciary, came up in order for consideration. 

After a few remarks from Mr D. he moved the 
previous question on the motion to reconsider, 
which was taken and decided in the negative by 
yeas and nays; yeas 90, nays 93. 


Mr. Botts, after a few words of explanation, of- 
fered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of accounts be in- 
structed to report to this house by what authority, at 
what time, and on whose application they directed the 
clerk of this house to pay the sum of $1,128 to Charles 
J. Ingersoll as compensation to witnesses he examined 
in the contested election between said Ciharles J. In- 
gersoll and Charles Naylor. 

Mr. Medill moved so to amend the resolution as 
to recommit to the clerk his report of this morning, 
with instructions to report by what authority, on 
what vouchers and through whom he paid to E., 
Bulkley the sum of $500, to Bayse Newcomb $416, 
and to George Lowry $104 for services rendered 
by them in taken depositions in the case of the con- 
tested election between Messrs. Ingersoll and Nay- 
lor, as reported in document No.7; by what autho. 
rity and on what vouchers he sent to Mr. Naylor 
money to pay his witnesses in the said contest, and 
which that gentlemen says he returned; whether 
the said vouchers gave the names and time of at- 
tendance of the said witnesses, in whose handwrit- 
ing they were filed, and what has become of the 
same. 

Mr. Briggs asked Mr. Botts to accept the follow- 
ing as a modification of the resclution he had pro- 
posed: 

Resolved, That the report of the clerk of this house 
on the contingent expenditure of this house, and all 
the papers in relation to money paid for witnesses and 
the expense of taken testimony in the case of Messrs. 
Naylor and Ingersoll, be referred to the committee on 
public expenditures, with directions to inquire how 
much money has been paid in said case, to whom, for 
what, and by what authority said money was paid; 
also, further to inquire whether there is any existing 
law authorising money to be paid in said case. 

Mr. Botts declined to accept Mr. Brigg’s propo- 
sition, and gave his reasons for so declining, and 
then modified his proposition to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on accounts be in 
structed to report by what authority they authorisea the 
clerk of this house to pay the sum of $2,160 50 to C. J. 
Ingersoll and others for taking testimony, and for other 
expenses incurred in the contested election between C. 
J. Ingersoll and Charles Naylor. 

Mr. Briggs then offered his proposition as an 
amendment to the modified proposition of Mr. Bo!ts. 


Alter debate, Mr. Smith, of Maine, moved the or- | 


ders of the day, but, at the request of Mr. Cushing, 
he withdrew the motion, on the promise of Mr. C. 


to move the previous question, after closing some | 


remarks which he wished to make. 

After making his remarks, Mr. Cushng moved 
the previous question, which was sustained by the 
house. Mr. Briggs then withdrew his amendment. 


The question on the amendment of Mr Medill. | 


was decided in the negative; and that on Mr. Boils’ 
resolution, as modified by him, passed in the affir- 
inative. 

Mr. Medill then moved his amendinent os a sepa- 
rate resolution, to recommit to the clerk his report, 
with instructions to report as set furth in his amend- 
ment; which was agreed lo. 





Mr. Albert Smiih, in pursuance of the notice here- 
tofore given, obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
regulate the pay of surgeons in the navy of the U. 
States, which was twice read and referred to the 
commiftee on naval affairs. 

A number of petitions were presented, amongst 
which were five, by Mr. Underwood, to wit: from 
Henrietta Hope and 56 others, ladies of Baltimore; 
from Emily G. Fulton and 67 others, ladies of Bal- 
timor: ; trom John Coates and 62 others, of Chillico- 
the, Ohio; from Seth Lockwood and 130 others, of 
New York; und from capt. Geo. Guyther and 158 
others, passengers on board the steamboat Colum- 
bia, praying congress to act upon the bills reported 
by the select committee at the last session to pre- 
vent steamboat disasters. 

Mr. Underwood also presented a letter, address- 
ed to him by Dr. J. P. Vantyne, stating the num- 
ber of steamboat disasters which had occurred with- 
in the last ten years, their nature, and the destruc- 
tion of life and property on board; from which 
document it appears (as Mr. U. informed the house) 
that the whole number of disasters which Dr. V. 
had been able to obtain information concerning was 
185; that the number of lives lost was 1,733, the 
number of wounded was 379; of these, there were 
killed by explosions, collisions, and fires, on the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, 991, and wounded 
266; on sea and tide-water, deaths from the same 
causes 368, wounded 94: on the lakes, deaths from 
the same causes 85, wounded 4. 

Mr. Underwood stated that the information, as far 
as it went, was no doubt accurate; but it did not 
embrace, as the letter shewed upon its face, the ex- 
tent of the mischief. It was, however, an import- 
aut document, and he hoped the house would print 
it. For himself, he felt under obligations to its an- 
thor for the diligence and talent manifested in its 
preparation. 

A select committee was raised, on the motion of 
Mr. U. to whom the five petitions, the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne, and the report and bills of the select com- 
mittee at ibe last session on the subject of steam- 
boat disasters, were referred, amd the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Monroe, under the notice heretofore given, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cages; which was read, 
aud referred to the committee on the judiciary. 


Mr. Davis, of Ky. under the notice heretofore 
given, obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
the forms and inodes of proceeding in the courts of 
the United States, to regulate the fee bills, and to 
limit the emoluments of certain officers; which was 
read and referred to the coinmnittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Dellet, under notice heretofore given, obtain- 
ed leave to introducea bill to complete the improve- 
ment in the harbor of Mobile; which was referred 
to the committee on commerce. 

Mr. £. Davis oifered a resolution directing the 
postmaster general to inform the house whether 
Ralph Jack-on is a contractor for carrying the mail 
in the state of lilinois; who are his sureties, or who 
is responsible to the department for any failure on 
his part to fulfil his contract. 


On motion of Mr. Galbraith, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions inguire into the expediency of extending the act 
of July 7, 1833, granting half pay and pensions to cer- 
tain widows, for another period of five years; and also 
into the expediency of extending the provisions of the 
act of June 7, 1832, supplementary to the act for the re- 
lief of certain surviving officers aud soldiers of the re- 
yohvion, so as to grant pensions to those who served 
at uny time previous to the treaty of Greenville, in Au- 
gust, 1795, 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, it was 

Resolved, That the pesident of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house (if not, in his 
opinion, incompatible with the public interest) all the cor- 
respondence between this government and that of Great 
Britain, or the officers or agents of either, or the officers 
and agents of this government, with the president or 
any of i's departments, which has not heretvfore been 
communicated to this house, on the subject of the out- 
| rage of the burning of the Careline on the Niagara 





e 


rontier; and whether there is any proposal for com- 
vensation being made to the owner of said boat for the 
oss thereof; and, also, whether any communications 
tive been made to this government in regard to the 
arrest and imprisonment of McLeod by the au- 
thorities of the state of New York for being concerned 
in said outrage; aod if so, that he communicate a copy 
thereof to this house. 

Mr. Fillmore also introduced a joint resclution 
| proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
| United States, to change the time forthe coinmence- 
ment of the term of senators and representatives In 
congress from the 4th of March to the Ist of De- 
cember; which was committed to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and directed to 
be printed. 


1} 
{| 
|} 











Adjourned until to morrow at 12 o’clock. 
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CURONICLE. | 
Auction puties paid in Philadelphia for ihe last 
varier eading 30:h December, 1540, by J. B. Myers, | 
9,960 21; S. B. Thomas, 


The import of American cotton exceeds that of last | 


year by 360,000 bales—ihe quantiy taken for con- 
sumption has been larger by 282,720 bales, and the 


7,568 77; S. N. Davies, | price of “fair Orlenos is now 64, which at this time 


4,699 53; J. Bispham, 1.873 72;G. W. Lord, 1,157 02} | last year was 7}. 


M. Thomas, 400 52; C. J. Wolbert; 325 37; T. J.| 


The stock of India cotton is 45,500, against 11,500 


Povlierer, 134 46; G. W. Smith, 150 75; J. L. Doolii-; last year which is occasioned by the rupture with 


tle, 105 96. Total, $25,856 31. 


Bang arrairs. Commercial bank of Millingion.— 
The New Orleans Picayune states that F. A. Weed, 
president of ihe Bank of Millingion, his brother Win. 
Weed, and a tuird person, were arrested in that cily 
on the 2d inst. that F. A. Weed on a charge of frau- 
dulently obiaining the presidency of the bank, and thea 
passed off and exchanged io a very large amount ibe 
bills of the bank which were worthless, for the bills of 
vther banks that were solvent; and further, that a re- 
ward has been offered for he apprehension of F. A. 
Weed—ihat he is a fugitive from justice, and that 
William Weed, one of the oiier parties arrested, bas 
been his aider and abetter in these transactions. ‘T'he 
properiy of the Messrs. Weed, consisting of some 
$20,000 in current bank notes, bas been aitached at the 
suit of Mr. James Jameson. M. M. Cohen, esq. ap- 
peared for the prosecution and Messrs. Elmore, Gai- 
ennie and King were present tv defend the prisoners. 

New Orleans papers of a later date state that the ar- 
rested pariies had been discharged for want of sufh- 
cientevidence that they had violated either the laws of 
Maryland or Lou'siana. 


Bank or Eneavann. Quarierly average from ihe 
13:h of Avgust to the 10ih November, 1840. 








Liabilities. __ Assets. 
Circulation, £16,798,000 | Securities, | $22,319,000 
Deposite, 6,896,000 | Bullion, 3,729,000 

£23,194,000 | £26,045,000 


Banx or THE Untrep States. We understand that 
judgment of non pros was yesterday entered in the very 
imporiant cases of Thayer and others againsi the Bank 
of the United Siates. ‘I’hese cases, it will be recol- 
lected, involve the payment in specie of more than a 
million of dollars, and unless ihe non pros is set aside, 
may seriously affeci the efforis of the bank to resume 
in January next. We are also informed thai a rule to 
show cause why the non pros should not be set aside, 
has been iaken by Mr. Cadwalader, counsel for the 
bank. [U. S, Gaz 


T'wE CHANDELIER, a new and splendid ariicle, weigh- 
ing upwards of seven thousand pounds and which cosi 
$5,000 in Boston where it was manufactured, having 
been suspended in the hall of the house of representa- 
tives at Washington, whilst two atiendants were en- 
gaged in cleaniog it, and taking out the old oil, for ibe 
purpose of supplying the lamp with some of a superior 
quality, ihey suddenly found the cnandelier begin to 
ascend, and in spite of all ibeir exertions, by throwing 
their weight upon it, it went up, along the whole rod, 
io the dome, and struck with great violence against 
the frame work below the sky-light, and insiantly the 
whole mass—chandelier, rod, fixiures and all—tumbled 
dewa and was broken to aoms. Fortunately the 
house was not in session at ihe time or it would no 
doubt have been faial to a number of the members.— 
The iwo workmen and the hon. Mr. Goode, of Ohio, 
who was siaading near them, had barely time to get 
out of the way. 

Coneressmen. The hon. R. B. Rheti, of N. C. is 
detained at home by a lingering summer fever. Henry 
Clay is in New York, and is expected to remain a few 
days. Gen. Waddy Thompson, whose almost mira- 
culous escape has been noticed, bas noi come off en- 
tirely withoni scars. His face is somewhat scraicbed, 
and be has lost one or two ceeth. | ; 

‘Tie easiern papers are discassing ibe quesiion whe- 
ther the hon. Levi Woodbury ‘s constitutionally eligible 
tu a sea in the senate, to which the legislature of New 
Hampshire recenily elected him. ‘The Atlas says * Mr. 


! New York Dec. 21. 


China. 

Tie sales of last week were 
small, only 1,850 bales Upland and Florida, 92103; N, 
Orleans 93al1j. 

According to accounts brought by the Acadia from 
England, the cotton market remained languid and 
prices had declined about $d per pound up to the 14th 
ult. when it rallied and recovered the previous prices. 
The stock on hand was heavy for the season, 430,000 
bales, against 246,000 last year. 


_DeaTus, during the last week, in Philodelphia 87; 
o:1 whom 380 were under two years of age; at Balti- 
more 38, of which 14 were uader 14 years of age; 2 
were free colored and 1] slave. 


Duessinc. The house of representatives of South 
Carolina have postponed indefinitely a bill prohibitia 
duelling inthe state. Col. Meminger delivered a speech 
in Support of the measure, which bas added additional 
lusire to his high charactei as an orator. Sono restric- 
lion exisis in the palmetto state upon murder in an 
“honorable” way. [Rechmond Compiler. 


District oF Cotumsra. By the census just com- 
pleted, it appears that Washington city has a popula- 
ion of 23.364; Washington county, 3.069; Gectde. 
town, 7,312; Alexandria ciiy, 8,459; Alexandria coun- 
ty, 1,005—making a total of 43,712, as ihe population 
of the ten miles square. 


Ewicration. The Kingston, U. C. Chronicle says, 
tha: upwards of 12 000 emigrants arrived at that place 
during the past season, about 3,000 of whom received 
employment and setiled in the neighborhood. About 
1,200 proceeded directly to the United Staies, for the 
purpose of joining friends and relatives there. The 
emigrants, generally speaking, were very respectable, 
and many of them in good circumsiances. Jndeed a 
a few of them, had no less than £60.000 among them. 
The same paper adds that about 1,300 emigrants ar- 
rived in Kingston during the season from the U. Siates 
to seitle in Canada, including 50 run away slaves, 


[:xcuance. London, Nov. 12. The continental ex- 
changes had become more favorable to England, and 
a betier siate of the money market was coufidenily 
expecied. Sales of United Siaies bank share ai £13 
10s. and of American stocks at prices somewhai bet- 
ier than could have been obtained a week before. 

Domesiic exchanges remains as last quoted. 


Fine. The coiton and woollen factory of Jeremiah 
Dare, esq. of Zanesville, Obio, was lately desiroyed by 
fire. Loss estimated at $14,000. 


Frovr. The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser siates 
tvat about 41,000 bbls. of flour are now in store ihere. 

The quantity of flour received at Albany through the 
season of navigation is stated in the Albany Evening 
Journal at 1,355,603 barrels. 

‘Tbe inspections lasi week at Baliimore were 16,524 
bbls. and 653 half bbls. Prices declined about 12! ets. 

The duty on flour in England when the Acadia left, 
was l4s. 10d. per bbl. Wheat 28s 8d. per quarter.— 
Corn market greatly depressed, 


Tue KEG oF coLtD. Much mystery has attached to 
the cireumsiaoce of the loss of a part of ihe contenis 
of a keg of gold, while in transitu between the S.ate 
Bank of Missouri and the Bank of America,in New 
York. The keg originally contained about $100,000, 
but when it reached New York $21,459 42 were 
missing. It is understood, that the bank here has 
commenced suif against the New York bank for the 
amount which was abstracted from the keg, but we 
have not been able to find the grounds upon which the 


_— 








Woodbury is a resident of the D. of Columbia, and has 
been such jor many years. He is not, and bas not been 
jor eight years, an inhabitant of New Hampshire. He 


is, therefore ineligible. and bas no right to iake his seat | 


in the senate of the United States on ihe fourth of 
Mareh nexi. Thai an inhabitant of Washingion is 
noi eligible to congress has already been decided—once 


acion is brought. [St. Louis New Exa. 


: Lipragigs IN Satem. The are in ihe various libra- 
ries in Salem about 24,000 volumes. By the recent 
census the city contains 15,083 inhabitants. 


Leap. The exports of domesiic lead from the port 
of N. York for the first three quarters of the year 1840, 


° ‘ lien ’ ee. | r§ -hos : diane. aa . 
in the case of John Bailey, wuo was chosen a eer was 527,850 Ibs.; and of foreign lead 302,546 tbs. 


of the house, from the county of Norfolk, in this staie, | 


when an inhabitant of the District of Columbia, and 
refused a seat; and again in the case of Mr. Grundy, 
who, when elected to the senate from Tennessee, wes 
compelled to return io that siate, n order to gain a re- 
sidence, and was then elected a second time. There 
consequently has been no legally elecied senator chosen 
in ihe place of Mr. Hubbard.” 

The Nashville Whig of the 1!th inst. says: We re- 
eret to hear of the cootinued and severe tlivess of the 
hon. Felix Grundy, who has been confined to his nome 
in this city, from indisposition, for six or eight weeks 
pasi. His case is understood to-day to be a very criti- 
cal one. 

Corron. A letter from Todd, Jackson & Co. Lon- 
don, by the late arrivals state the sales and deliveries of 
all kinds of cotion from January Ist, to have been as 


iollows: 
Trade, 1,006,000 bales. 
Speculation, 197.450 “ 
Export, 55,460 “ 





1,253,910 


St. Louis, Mo. ‘T'be business which the ciiy of St. 
Louis has transacted during the last year with the cities 
of N. York and Boston, has amounted to $6,000,000, 


McQeen, the late postmaster at New Orleans, who 
fied to ‘l’exus, it is said has been arrested at Houston. 


PnhENOMENON. We are assured by several persons 
residing in the neighborhood of Liewellyn. in this 
county, that in many places the snow is literally co- 
vered with insects which fell with the snow on Sunday 
last. [ Pottsville Emporium. 


PopunaTion 1Tem. At Templeton, Upper Canada, 
a Mrs. Francois Homer, laiely presented ber husband 
with a smiling daughter being ihe second in eleven 
mouths, and making him the happy fariher of twenty- 
nine children. 


Pork commands in the Baltimore markei $5 to $5.75. 

The Newark (Ohio) Advocate of the 19:h ins’. says: 
Pork is selling in this market at $2 50 per hundred. 
The same price is given, we believe, in all the sur- 
rounding towns. 





Su 
The Cincinnati Chronicle of the 13th inst, Says: 
We hear of a considerable sale of No.1 lard, yest, 
day, at 7{ cts. Some small sales of hogs continue , 
i ~ : - 8] 
be “made at $4. About 3,000 hogs arrived in toy,, 
yesterday from Indiana, but from the unfavorable 
oie of the weather for killing, there has been no Saleg 
made, 


Representation. Should the ratio under the ney 
census be fixed ai 60,000, Maine and New Hampshj-. 
would be entiiled to their present number of represen. 
tatives; Massachusetis, Connecticut, Vermoni anj 
Rhode Island would each loose one. 


New York packer suirs- Two New York packe; 
ships, have arrived this week in anticipation ot jh. 
Boston steamer—the England, captain Waite, afte; 
assage of twenty-one days, andthe Garrick, captain 
almer, after an excellent passage of filieen days 
These fine vessels, notwithstanding the competion of 
that powerful agent, steam, are still destined to furnis) 
us occasionally, what they have for many years done 
uninterruptedly, wich the latest advices from the Uniieq 
States. The Westchester, captain Ferris, from New 
York, also made a good passage in nineteen days. 
[London paper. 

Tne packet ship Dutchess de Orleans, captain Rich. 
ardson, arrived at Havre on the 11th November, in 14: 
days from New York—the quickest passage it is said, 
ever made between the two ports. 


STEAMBOAT aAccIDENT. A report has reacved New 
Orleans by ihe steamer General Scott, that the steamer 
Cherokee had cxploded and sunk near Louisbuiz, 
The report further stated that sixteen persons had been 
killed—some of whom were cabin passengers and some 
were of the crew. 


Sirx. The Alabama papers make mention of some 
beauiiful specimens of silk manufacture, from the pro. 
duct of the common mulberry, by a planter residing 
in the county of Wetumpka. The iexture is strong 
and of even thread. A pair of silk hose, manutacture 
of ithe same materials, is equal, it is said to similar {a. 
brics imported from Europe. 


Srecic. Tbe exporis from New York since the ls 
October, to the 9ih December, amounted to $3,024 S05 
in silver, and $170,000 in gold. From the 19:h to ihe 
16th December $803,572 in silver. 


Stocks. Uniied States bank of Pennsylvania in \, 
York 653; in Philadelphia 663. 

American stocks, London, December 3. Alabama fives, 
£ sterling 78aS0; Illinois sixes, 74; Indiana fives, 67:63; 
do. do. £ sterling, 75a76; Kentucky sixes, 83. Loui 
siana fives, 1844—52, 86; Massachusetts fives, 862%, 
Maryland fives, £ sterling, 82a8253; New York stale 
five, 86aS65; Onio sixes, 92; Pennsylvania, 82053; U, 
States bank shares £14; do. do. bonds 98; New York 
city fives, 83a835. 


Tanrirr. The New York correspondent of ihe Na 
tional Intelligencer says: “The merchants here, not 
less than others, now call loudly for a revision ot the 
tariff. The discriminating duties are a subject of much 
perplexiiy and much lhiigation, and what they wan.'s 
an ad valoiem—the importing merchants, I mean.” 


Tarantuta. A Paris paper siates that Italy is the 
only couniry in which the ‘l'arantula is found, and that 
ihe story of its bite being poonous and producing 
madness, or delerium, is fabulous. The siatemenis are 
all erroneous. The Tarantula is not only found in Texas, 
but its bite is highly poisonous, and has been known 10 
produce delerium and even death. We have nevet 
heard of but one or two insiances ot persons having 
been bititen, but ihey were upon the best authony. 
The Tarantula, ii will be recollected, resembles, or is 4 
species of large spider. [Texas Gaz. 

Ratt ROAD accipenT at Springfield, Mass. on the 
18th. The freight train consisting of 33 loaded cals 
attached to the powerful engine “Massachusetts” be- 
came unmanageable as it decended the inclined plait 
and was precipitated through the engine house, shoving 
ihe locomotive “Hamden” through an eighteea 1n¢! 
brick wall and six or eight feet inio the woud pile, 
which finally arrested the engines, both of which we't 
completely wrecked. Four dead bodies have been '* 
ken from under the ruins, which prove to be men W!0 
were in the building, and one breakman. The es" 
neer, conductor, and one or two others, cleared the! 
selves from the train a few feet from the engine hous 
and are unburt. 


Togacco. The siock of Maryland at Baltimore!" 


dling and lower qualities are readily sold at forme 
quoiations, viz: inferior to common $4a5 50; middling 
io good $5 5Va7 50; good $8a8 50; fine $9al3. Obi 
is rather neglected. Common at $4a4 50; middlins 
$5; good $5 50a6 50; fine red and wrappery $8a 125 
and prime yellow at $7 50a10. The inspections 0! the 
week comprise 351 hhds. Maryland; 45 bhds. Ohio; 
hhds. Virginia; and 1 hhd. Kenvucky—total 403 bbes 

In England, Dec. 4, tobacco was in good ée 
mand, and Kentucky stemmed bas advanced within 4 
month past $a3d. per |b. 


Huen L. Wuite. The Tennessee papers 
siaried a proposition to erect a monument to the me 
ry of this lamented pafriot. 


a | 

Wasasn anp Enre Canat. The work on the sid¢ 
cut conpecting the main trunk of the Wabash = 
Evie canal at Maumee city, with the river, bas > * 
recommenced, and a great number of laborers ¢" 


have 
mo 





ployed on it. 


the haads of agenis is very low, and those of a mi" J 
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